
 Since 1990, ACEF has worked with BDP- our partner NGO in Bangladesh- for the education of

children. Our activities began with the cooperation between Dr. Mina Marakarl and Rev.

Yoshitaka Funato, which resulted in starting and operating a non-formal primary school for

children who were unable to access education for various reasons. 

After 30 years, we, together with BDP, have expanded our activities by operating vocational

educational schools, scholarship programs for secondary education, and micro-financing

businesses to support women. 

   When ACEF was established in 1990, there was only a 35% of adult literacy rate in

Bangladesh. The founder of ACEF, Rev.Yoshitaka Hunato, who supported Bangladesh

through the insurance/medical NGO at the time, and Dr.Mina Marakarl, felt the need for

people to get a foundational education which resulted in starting primary education

programs. This was due to the fact that people in Bangladesh were not able to prevent illness

or receive health education since they could not read the description of medicines or the

precautionary statements. 

Brief History of ACEF

   Dr.Marakarl initiated an educational program named

"Sunflower Educational Program" in Dhaka in the

International NGO World Concern. Also, Rev.Funato

founded ACEF in Japan. Mr.Mikio Sumiya, a Tokyo

University professor, was inaugurated as the first ACEF

president as ACEF started the fundraising. In 1999, the

“Sunflower Education Program” was renamed “Basic

Development Partners (BDP)”, and was registered as an

NGO by the government of Bangladesh.

   



CONTACT: 
The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
〒169-0051 
2-13-18-26 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku ku, Tokyo
phone 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180
email: public@acef.or.jp
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