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- Since 1999

“We shall overcome someday”

Photo: Ms. Noriko Inoue, Former ACEF Director

Basic Development Partners (BDP) started working on
primary education project in 1992. It was called
Sunflower Education Project (SEP) under the umbrella of
World Concern Bangladesh. The literacy rate at that time
was 32% on an average but in the country side it was less
than 25% Illiteracy itself created many problems. Most of
the people did not know reading and writing. They were
not aware of current information on health, agriculture,
education and so on. Bangladesh government did not
able to allocate sufficient budget for primary education.
Non-profit organization came forward to work on
primary education as a co-worker of Bangladesh
government. Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
kindly agreed to work with BDP as partner. After 30
years the situation has been changed a lot. Bangladesh
government increased allocation of fund and providing
books to every children (Both private and public) free of
cost and also free biscuits for public schools distributed
by the United Nations.
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Now, the literacy rate became more than double but still there are some
villages where public schools are not sufficient or far distance from the
village. Parents do not want to send their daughters to the school far from
their village because of safety and security rather they are interested to
arrange early marriage of their daughters. We are working on primary
education more than thirty years and the situation has been improved. BDP
and ACEF are now thinking to work on secondary education. We shall
survey/select poor but meritorious students who are not able to complete
his/her secondary education due to poverty
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It will be like sponsorship program. BDP will not be able to establish secondary
school each area as BDP has no budget. Presently, BDP are doing sponsorship
program (Foster children) supported by Japan Asian Association &amp; Asian
Friendship Society (JAFS ). Though it is not a large number compare to demand
but still it is very much helpful. JAFS also support us providing deep tube wells for
drinking safe and arsenic free water of our school students. They also provide fund
for our hygienic toilets of our school premises. Presently, BDP is fighting against
many challenges/threats. Three primary schools and two area offices needs
renovation work. They are thirty (30) years old. They were damaged by the recent
cyclone took place in May and July, 2022. These schools became very risky. Our
regular budget does not allow to renovate those schools. We are very much afraid
if there is any accident take place in near future. Last 30 years journey, we have
many success stories. We intent to publish them gradually for the encouragement
of the students, partners, and the community people.
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Shamorshingh BDP primary school is stablished in 1991. It is a small
and under developed village. A small girl named Anindita Gita Rani
Das who admitted into grade feeder (Elementary Class). Her father was
a farmer. They had no land to cultivate but he took lease land from
others. They did not have other earning sources. When she studied in
BDP school, there was no electricity connection in her house. She had to
use Kerosene lamp for her study. Sometimes, her father could not buy
Kerosene oil because he did not afford to buy Kerosene oil. She was
caring and she did not take any food that day. Most of the time she had
to study at daylight. She never had chance to take good/delicious food
even once in a month. She had three sisters and one brother.

Photo: Anindita Gita Rani Das

Anindita Gita Rani Das was very talented girl from her childhood. She
always scored highest mark in the class. After graduation from BDP
school she admitted into grade 6 in Bindhan high school. She
graduated honors and masters in English from Dhaka University. Now
she is a high official in a government bank (Sonali Bank) and her -
husband is a police officer. They have one son and living in Dhaka. She  photo: Anindita Gita Rani Das with her colleagues.
already lost her father and her mother is living along with her in

Dhaka. They are now very happy. BDP has many success histories and we hope, we shall let
you know gradually all the histories in future.
Thanks.
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