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» <Foreword> Introduction to ACEF Community
(Michiko Ono, Takafumi Sato and Hiroshi Koga)
» Invitation to "Dignity Leadership" Book Reading Event

» Study Tour 2023 Concluded! & Invitation to Study Tour
Report Session

» Study Tour Instagram Live: Rerun available on YouTube
e [~8/3]] Crowdfunding: Second Goal Achieved at 106%!
« [9/30~10/1] We are participating in the 2023 Global

Festival!

AU G U S T 2 O 2 3 g(fct;l:;r 14th (Sat) Lecture by The Japan-Bangladesh

Asia Seikyo Cooperation Fund: invitation to report session|
BDP Newsletter: August 2023 Issue
Request for GOEN Registration

Request for Youth Activities Donation
P URL https://acef.or.jp/mail_mag_2023august/
%English version available on homepage!

~2028 Summer Fundraising Appreciation~We
would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for
your support towards the 2023 Summer
Fundraising. Although it would be ideal to
individually thank each and every one of you, we
would like to take this opportunity to extend our

12023 Summer Bangladesh Study SInCere appreciation to everyone who

Tour. We made Origami together! ~ contributed.Today, we will be delivering 11

articles including reports and information.

%

A/ introducing the ACEF Community

Michiko Ono, Board Member: "Activities of ACEF's
Safeguarding Working Group"”

"ACEF's Safeguarding Working Group is composed of three directors and ACEF staff
members, and it has been active since 2021. The WG members participated in the
'Child and Youth Safeguarding Practical Training' (JICA-sponsored) conducted seven
times from May 2021 to December 2022, which involved 16 international NGOs.
The knowledge gained from this training and the supportive collaboration with
JANIC's Child and Youth Safeguarding Working Group member organizations led to
the creation of ACEF's 'Guidelines for Child and Youth Safeguarding' and 'Code of
Conduct for Child and Youth Safeguarding' in both Japanese and English. A Bengali
version is also planned (https://acef.orjp/harassment-prevention/). Both the
guidelines and the code of conduct encompass all children and youth involved with
ACEF in Japan and Bangladesh (children under 18 years old, youth up to 24 years

old).
1
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These guidelines and code of conduct not only protect the dignity of children and youth
but also safeguard ACEF's members involved in activities and maintain social trust towards
ACEF as an organization. Study tour participants go through the reading of these guidelines
and the code of conduct before embarking on their journey. The guidelines span 3 pages,
while the code of conduct spans 2 pages, totaling 5 pages of documents designed to be easily
comprehensible even for high school students.

We encourage all our members to read them thoroughly and join us in working together to
ensure the safety of children and youth associated with ACEF by preventing all forms of
violence."

% The policy and code of conduct regarding ACEF's harassment prevention, child, and

youth safeguarding are provided on the last pages. 6 o
Takafumi Sato, Board of n(EF@ x g O ;
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Trustees: “Collaboration between
ACEF and BDP”

"I first participated in ACEF's study tour in the summer l !
of 2019. The first school we visited on that tour was the |
Baniabari BDP School in the Pubail District. This school
is located in an area with a high population of e
economically disadvantaged Hindus. The children there &

were very friendly and helped ease our nervousness.

In the summer of 2022, during the study tour that
resumed after a three-year gap, I revisited the Baniabari
BDP School. The children we had met three years ago
when they were in lower grades had now progressed to
higher grades, and they remembered the interactions
we had during our previous visit. The handwashing
tanks donated by ACEF for COVID-19 precautions had
also been installed. 'The roof got damaged in a storm,
and the leaking is severe, so we hope something can be
done about it,' lamented Omol, a staff member of BDP.

This year, although I couldn't personally participate in
the study tour, I received a group photo from the
Baniabari BDP School. The roof of the school building,
which had been rusty and worn out, had transformed
into a clean green color. When I inquired if the roof had
been repaired, I received the reply, 'Yes, we did repair
Baniabari School!' This was a heartwarming moment : oy - e

where I felt the tangible improvement in Bangladesh's e Ve 1 e s
educational environment through the collaboration 12023 Study Tour
between ACEF and BDP." 9
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Hiroshi Koga, Board of Trustees: “My
Experience and Prayers in the Early
Days of ACEF”

“ACEF was established in 1990. In the spring of
that year, having graduated from seminary,

[ became a missionary at the Waseda Church
of the United Church of Christ in Japan, located
next to the building where ACEF has its office.
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During that time, I used to see a man crushing aluminum cans in the church parking lot
and collecting them daily. I assumed he was from one of the church's groups, but I was
curious about why he was engaged in activities resembling scrap collection. So, I asked
the senior pastor about it.

I learned that the person was Rev. Yoshitaka Funato, and the organization he had
initiated was dedicated to building elementary schools in Bangladesh and providing
education to children. He led the effort of collecting aluminum cans to contribute to
fundraising. Probably around 1992, we invited Dr. Mina Malakar to Waseda Church to
speak. She emphasized the importance of educating children and bringing about
awareness changes among mothers as crucial steps to break the cycle of poverty.

I returned to Waseda Church in 2006 and have been involved with ACEF as a member
of the board of trustees. Keeping the image of Rev. Funato and Dr. Malakar's message
in mind, I hope that I can contribute, albeit in a small way, to the ongoing prayers that
ACEF has dedicated itself to since its founding.”

Invitation to "Dignity Leadership” Book Reading Event

Dignity education based on the "Dignity Model” by Author Donna Hicks' approach
opens the door for us to concretely understand "dignity." This event aims to revisit
Hicks' book, verify what is actually written, and engage in discussions. Anyone with an
interest is welcome to participate.

Date: September 12th (Tue) 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM
(with a lunch break of about 30 minutes)
Location: "Euclid," 8rd floor of Sotokaden Building, 7
Machida Campus, Oberlin University (\ b\
Participation: Primarily in-person '
Agenda: Each section's introduction is about 15 minutes, followed by a 45-minute
discussion. (Part 1: pp. 29-101, Part 2: pp. 103-169, Part 3: pp. 171-248)
Organizers: Professor Misako Takizawa and Associate Professor Jeffrey Mendsendiek
of Oberlin University (ACEF board member)
3
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Sty Jour 2023 3 ACEF Semivavs AN o
Study Tour 2023 Concluded & Invitation to ACEF Seminar

The ACEF Summer Study Tour in Bangladesh, which took place from August 8th (Tue)
to August 20th (Sun), 2023, has successfully concluded. With a total of 17 participants,
including 15 participants and accompanying staff, we spent an enriching 12 days in
Bangladesh, observing, listening, feeling, and encountering its landscapes. To share the
experiences and insights gained from this study tour, as well as to update everyone on
the current situation in Bangladesh and BDP elementary schools, we will be hosting a
Study Tour Report Session on September 24th (Sun) from 3:00 PM. Don't miss the
special talks by guest speakers Yuuko Fukushima and Shohel Rana!
Date: September 24th (Sun), 15:00-17:00 (Reception starts at 14:30)
@ Recent updates on education in Bangladesh
2 2023 ACEF study tour report session
Venue: Ikebukuro Venue, Tomo no le, 2-20-11 Nishi-Ikebukuro,
Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021, or via Zoom
Participation Fee: Free
Registration Form: https://forms.gle/Z1.5APoP6GtN4j1AUA
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Study Tour Instagram Live:
Rerun available on YouTube

We are pleased to inform you that the missed broadcast of the
Instagram Live event, which was held on August 17th to share the
local scenes from Bangladesh, is now available for viewing. Please watch it using
the link provided below. However, due to technical issues with signal reception, the
live stream that was planned from Boisnobpara BDP School in Bokshiganj on

August 13th (Sun) at 10:00 AM had to be canceled. ﬁﬁ%ﬁf}%
. s R
Rerun URL— https.IIyoutu.beIQfXZ|qv0I|0O\ oy :i;

5) g
Please note that the URL is for limited viewing and can only be accessed ¥ %3%?‘%

by clicking the link. s


https://forms.gle/ZL5APoP6GtN4j1AUA

i @ .-'! August 2023 - Issue 17 THE ASIA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FUND

b
{
L

ey

Successful Achievement of the
Second Goal in the
Crowdfunding Campaign!

The crowdfunding campaign led by ACEF Youth "Supporting Youth Walking
Alongside Bangladeshi Children through Study Tours and Internships” which
began on July 7th, successfully concluded on August 3rd. We surpassed the
second goal of ¥500,000, receiving a total of ¥533,000 in support. We express
our heartfelt gratitude for your warm support and assistance.

A portion of the funds raised from this campaign will be used to subsidize the
participation fees of the participants in the 2023 ACEF Summer Study Tour.
During the ACEF Seminar on September 24th (Sun), participants will share
their experiences and what they learned from the tour with everyone. We
encourage you to participate enthusiastically.

Furthermore, for those who generously donated ¥5,000 or more, we will be
sending return items as tokens of our gratitude from late September. Please
look forward to it. We kindly ask for your continued support of ACEF Youth.

ﬁﬁﬁ b } bi‘ t:) With the support of everyone, I was able to m%ﬁ & } h t ') I dee;_)ly appreciate all the support I recei_ved on this
—

participate in the study tour. Thank you very occasion. Thanks to you, I was able to fulfill my long-
much! In Bangladesh, I was blessed with many standing goal of visiting Bangladesh for the first time.
wonderful encounters that words cannot fully Actually witnessing the "present” of Bangladesh with
express. From now on, I strongly desire to my own eyes al‘lows me to vividly imagine the: lives
e of the people in Bangladesh that were previously

X . unclear. Now that I've returned home, I don't yet
time, to express even more gratitude to those R | know what I can do based on these experiences, but I
who have been around me and the numerous hope to convey the charm of Bangladesh through
encounters I've had up until now. Additionally, | presentation sessions, ensuring that 1 don't forget
I have been able to reaffirm my future goal of what I saw and felt. Moreover, I want to keep
human rights education. Without forgetting witnessing the "present’ of Bangladesh, which
this sentiment, I want to continue learning continues to undergo rapid growth, with my own
from now on. eyes.

lllllmlllll --------------------------- T EEE

I would like to express my gratitude for your

support on this crowdfunding campaign. At the i PartiCipation in GlObal

beginning of this tour, there was a discussion about

"creating people who care about Bangladesh." At Fe Sta JAPAN 2023

first, I was skeptical if this could be achieved in a

short period of time. However, as I interacted with 4 9 / 3 O - 1 O / 1
many people, I came into contact with the kindness :
and warmth of the Bengali people. Now, I can 4
confidently say, "I have friends who care about J' - ACEF will be participating in the Global Festa
Bangladesh." It's because I live in Japan with 4 . i
minimal interactions with people that 1 came 10§ JAPAN 2023, an event organized by the Ministry
love the atmosphere of Bangladesh. I won't forget & . . "
this fresh feeling and will continue to suive 8 Of Foreign Affairs! Under the theme of the "2023
g towards my goals! Thank you very much, truly! -~ 4 = ACEF Study Tour Report," we will share online
EEEEEERER EEEEEEER LA S SN NN AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAANANNRARY . . . . .

reports from participants, primarily high school
and university students who have recently
returned from Bangladesh. This time, in addition
to reporting on the current situation in
Bangladesh, we have planned various activities to

facilitate interactions among participants.

Global Festa website P> https://gfjapan2023.jp/

5
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Asia Seikyo Cooperation Fund: Invitation to report
session

We would like to invite you to the activity report session of the Asia Cooperative Association Fund,
which supported BDP's microfinance operations. The report includes activities by Asha-Asia Peasant
Solidarity and the Asia Christian Education Fund. In ACEF's presentation, Ms. Satsuki Yanagihara,
the secretary-general, will report on the topic "Organization of Savings and Loan Groups for
Microfinance Pilot Projects through Non-formal Schools."

Date: September 7th (Thu), 14:00-16:30

Venue: Plaza Ef 5th Floor Conference Room, Plaza Woman's Building

(Both in-person and online distribution available)

Registration: Please apply through the URL below or the QR code on the right.

https://business.form-mailer.jp/fms/36cf0172206499

Please also register if you wish to view the on-demand distribution.

Furthermore, the Asia Cooperative Association Fund's activity report
includes details about BDP's microfinance operations. It covers not only
the local situation but also provides comprehensive information about
the background of BDP's microfinance operations, a year of activities,
achievements, and future challenges. Please take a moment to read it.
URLPkikinkoubo230712_01_01.pdf (ccij.jp)

October 14th (Sat) Lecture by The Japan-Bangladesh Society

~ Education of "Bengali" Children Living in Karachi ~
Professor Michiko Ono, an ACEF board member and Associate Professor at the
Faculty of Design for Welfare Society at Toyo University, will speak about the lives
of "Bengali" people in Karachi and the educational challenges faced by their
children.

Date: October 14th (Sat), 14:00- In-person and Online Participation

Venue: Nihon Kirisutokyo Kaikan, 4F, Rooms A & B

2-3-18 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

(8-minute walk from Waseda Station, Subway Exit 2)

Registration: https://forms.gle/yPxP4MzakCd5Pjf58

Organizer: The Japan-Bangladesh Society (Nihon Bangladesh Kyokai), Co-

organized by ACEF

The cover of the report
features a prominent
picture of the Pubail

Microfinance Group from

ACEF!

BDP Newsletter: August Issue Announcement

With the aim of promoting awareness about our activities to

a broader audience, BDP regularly issues newsletters.

Translations in Japanese are also included in the publication.

We hope that you take the time to peruse through it, as it

provides insights into the daily lives of BDP staff and teachers.

Our hope is that through these newsletters, people in Japan can feel a closer
connection to BDP. »BDP Newsletter Here: https://acef.or jp/mail-
magazine/ 6
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Announcement of Change in Payment Service
Provider and Request for Re-registration

We would like to inform you that due to changes in our membership management
system, ACEF will be transitioning from the previous payment service provider
"Syncable" to "GOEN" for processing donations. As GOEN is integrated with our
membership system, this change will enable us to provide timely and accurate ACEF
information to our supporters more effectively. We kindly ask for your cooperation
in re-registering through the following link: (https://acef.or.jp/news/re-entry-and-
cancel/)

Additionally, for those who have been using Syncable, we kindly request that you
follow the procedure to stop your recurring donations. If you are unsure about the
procedure, please contact our office. You can find the procedure to stop recurring
donations here:

https://help.syncable.biz/hc/ja/articles/115003542393

We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause and appreciate your
understanding. Thank you for your continued support.

Request for Youth Activities Donation

Starting this year, ACEF is placing more emphasis on supporting youth
activities. Throughout our history, ACEF has been fostering connections
between Bangladeshi children and Japanese youth through activities such
as study tours and various initiatives. In this increasingly global era, we
aim to continue advancing activities that allow people from Japan and
Bangladesh to learn how to "live together."

We kindly ask for your understanding, warm
encouragement, and support as we move forward.

For more details, please visit here P
https://acef.or.jp/news/supportyouth/

YT T

Wa// follow us — https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo

DFIEA ACE

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku ku,
Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe?
Please contact: public@acef.or.jp
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