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& Thank you for always reading ACEF's email
newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members,

We have started this year's Christmas and New Year fundraising. &
$~ We appreciate everyone's cooperation! Thank you for your support! '$

Foreword: ACEF’s Vision and Mission

Masako Tsuzuki, Board of Trustees
"l participated in ACEF's study tour when | was a student in the summer of 1995. | still thought
of myself as young, but surprisingly, almost 30 years have passed! At that time, the internet had
just come out, and | was studying 'Ichitaro’ at university. Of course, there were no mobile
phones or smartphones back then. | saw a poster on the university bulletin board about ACEF's
tour, urging contributions to the 'poorest countries in Asia.' Without much information, | decided
to go and was immediately captured by it. It's probably a completely different experience from
the current Z-generation going to Bangladesh, and talking about memories might be tiresome,
so I'll stop.

But what probably hasn't changed is the inspiration | felt from the carefree smiles of the
children in Bangladesh. Children with worn-out clothes, not wearing shoes, shining round eyes,
introducing the lotus flowers blooming in a pond or swamp they don't know as the 'national
flower of Bangladesh' with pure innocence. Watching such scenes, | wonder if the impulse to do
something for these children is connected to everyone participating in ACEF now.

In the midst of changes in global and domestic situations, it would be a little gratifying if one
could feel the ‘connection’ with those who hold unchanged feelings and think about contributing
to Bangladesh while exploring new approaches." 1
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Invitation to ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour Alumni Gathering (1/27)

Join us for the ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour Alumni Gathering on Saturday, January 27,
2024. Let's share your memories and experiences with fellow tour members while enjoying
a meal together! Please bring one dish for the potluck. (In-person only)
¢ When: January 27, 2024 (Sat.) 15:00-17:00 AT
e Where: Tomo no le, 2-20-11 Nishi-lkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021 jRikyets
« Who: Limited to the first 30 people! Those who have participated in ACEF e
Study Tours in the past.

Sign up here! P> https:liforms.gle/gu3JfT2rCdzzgAaw9

Home Bazaar on November 24th

We introduced Nokshikatha embroidered Christmas cards from
Bangladesh at a yard sale held in Los Angeles, California. ACEF
has a variety of wonderful Christmas goods available. For more
details, please contact the office!

ICU Service Learning Library Fundraising: Progress Report

Donations for “Help Build a Library for Children in Bangladesh" reached ¥125,000, 118%
of the goal. We sincerely appreciate the support. The funds raised through this campaign
will be used to establish a library at Shurjanagar BDP Primary School in Jamalpur, in the
Bogshigangi area. Stay tuned for updates!

Book Report: International Cooperation in the Age of SDGs (Ch. 2)
Let's look back on the 33-year journey since the founding of ACEF, reflect on its founding
story, and contemplate together the future shape of international cooperation.

“Feeling the need for education, JOCS staff Rev.Yoshitaka Funato, along with Dr. Mina Malakar,
began their activities. Dr. Malakar started health education and taught handicrafts to village women to
address the issue of low literacy rates in Bangladesh. The mothers told Dr. Malakar of their hopes to
send our children to school. After recognising the importance of educational support, they started a
kindergarten in the slums of Dhaka in 1990. This became the Sunflower Education Program (SEP).
Later, primary schools were established. ACEF and BDP's educational activities spread throughout
Bangladesh. In 1999, SEP registered as an NGO in Bangladesh, changed its name to Basic
Development Partners (BDP), and began working on education support and community development
both domestically and internationally.” (From ICU, Haruka Kato) To be continued!

M wy on @
wcc’o«é
WW/ follow us — https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T 169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku ku,
Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe?
Please contact: public@acef.or.jp




