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Request for Christmas

donations
we request your support with a

Christmas donation to remember
the children and BDP staff and
teachers in Bangladesh. Donate
here= https://acef.or.jp/your-
menu/donate/

Here is a video to show you a
glimpse of the BDP students!
https:/lyoutu.be/OifB6cxRkR0

INDEX
e Foreword: Greetings from ACEF Staff
e Request for Christmas donations
e Invitation to Study Tour Reunion 2024
e Report from Bangladesh business trip:
Director Yanagihara
e Book report: International Cooperation in

Times of SDGs Ch.2 cont.
P URL https://acef.or.jp/mail_mag_2023december_1/
XEnglish version available on homepage!

Thank you for always reading ACEF's emaill
newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and everyone we have met
through events to share updates on ACEF's
activities in Japan and our colaborative projects with
partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 5 articles
to report and inform you about various topics.

— ACEF staff
[ACEF Head quarters will be on break from 12/29-1/3]

Foreword: message from ACEF Staff

"The ginkgo tree visible from the office has turned
yellow. Thank you for supporting ACEF throughout the
year!" (Satsuki Yanagihara, ACEF Director)

"In the face of widening disparities, the rise of Al, CO2
issues, Ukraine, Gaza, Myanmar, Bangladesh—please
continue to support ACEF as we think together with the
youth in the coming year." (Hideki Okue)

"It has been a year with many events prompting us to
reflect on children's rights. We sincerely ask for your
warm support in the coming year as well." (Chizuru
Uesaka)

"Wishing everyone a wonderful New Year. May we
continue activities that connect people in the coming
year." (Naomi Tamanuki)

"It has been a year of working and learning with ACEF
Youth. Thank you for your support.” (Yurika Dedachi)
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Invitation to ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour Alumni Gathering (1/27)

Join us for the ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour Alumni Gathering on Saturday, January 27,
2024. Let’'s share your memories and experiences with fellow tour members while enjoying
a meal together! Please bring one dish for the potluck. (In-person only)
e When: January 27, 2024 (Sat.) 15:00-17:00
e Where: Tomo no le, 2-20-11 Nishi-lkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021 &
e Who: Limited to the first 30 people! Those who have participated in ACEF .
Study Tours in the past.
e Please bring one dish for the potluck. A purchased item to ensure hygiene
Sign up here! P>  https:/iforms.gle/lgU3JfT2rCdzzqAaw9

Report from Bangladesh business trip: Director Yanagihara

“From November 27 to December 1, | traveled to Bangladesh with President Aratani. The
purpose of the trip was to share face-to-face the current difficult financial situation of
ACEF and BDP and to discuss the future. Although the discussions were painful, we
were able to understand each other's situation and confirmed that we would continue to
do what we can do (or seek to do) as partners as before. To ensure that not a single child
will be unable to study due to the closure of a school, BDP is carefully researching each
community to determine where children will be transferred. ACEF is also hoping to
support the severance payment for teachers and staff leaving BDP through crowdfunding
and other fundraising activities.”

Book Report: International Cooperation in the Age of SDGs (Ch. 2)
Let's look back on the 33-year journey since the founding of ACEF, reflect on its founding
story, and contemplate together the future shape of international cooperation.

ACEF was founded in 1990 by Rev. Yoshitaka Funato in Japan, in collaboration with Dr. Mina
Malakar in Bangladesh. The emphasis has always been on working together, not charity.
ACEF continues to support education in Bangladesh and nurture youth actively engaging in
Asia's issues. Activities include recycling aluminum cans, selling Bangladeshi embroidery
products, Study Tours, and seminars to raise awareness among Japanese participants about
Bangladesh's current situation and foster a sense of being part of Asia.

(From International Christian University, Haruka Kato) To be continued!
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