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NO 2 Thank you for always reading ACEF's emaill
newsletter. Today, we have 4 articles to report and
T i inform you about various topics.
We thank you for your support this year, and look
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WE GREATLY Y 1 forward to next year!
ALL YOUR suPPOR {i@- 3 [ACEF Head quarters will be on break from 12/29-1/3)
- ef‘f‘i‘.:' C Foreword: ACEF’s vision and mission,

Shu Matsumoto, Board of Trustees
"Respecting the dignity of each individual and aiming
for a society where the joy of living together is
cherished—this is the vision that ACEF advocates.
ACEF presents three missions based on this vision.
Various activities are currently being carried out by
ACEF, along with collaborative efforts with BDP in
Bangladesh to realize these missions,

Regarding the specific implementation of these missions, many individuals have shared
their contributions through newsletters, highlighting the diverse activities. In this brief text,
the focus is on the vision itself. When reading this vision, two teachers who dedicated
their lives to achieving this vision through their own ways come to my mind—~Professor
Mikio Sumiya and Rev. Yoshitaka Funato.

| first met Professor Sumiya when | was a university student. At that time, he served as
the head of the "Narita Airport Issue Roundtable Conference." Despite facing dangers
such as shooting attacks on his home, he worked tirelessly for the "dignity of each
individual" and a society where people can "live together." Rev. Funato provided
guidance at ACEF. Last year, the 'Compilation of Materials Related to "Protecting the
Children of Chikuhou" Reprint Edition' (Rokka Shuppan) was published. It portrays Rev.
Funato, during his theological student days, living in Chikuhou, collaborating with peers
of the same age, and earnestly working towards the community activities that ensure the
"dignity" and "joy of living together" for the children of Chikuhou.

Through ACEF activities that carry on the spirit of these leaders, | aspire to be someone
who walks towards this vision on my own. | hope to join many companions in
experiencing the joy of living in line with this vision together." 1
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Invitation to ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour Alumni Gathering (1/27)

Dear participants of the study tour, come join us and spend a warm and enjoyable time
together with fun games and meals? If you're interested but feel nervous about meeting
new people, please invite friends you met at the study tour and join us together! We look
forward to having you join us!

e When: January 27, 2024 (Sat.) 15:00-17:00

e Where: Tomo no le, 2-20-11 Nishi-lkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021

e Who: Limited to the first 30 people! Those who have participated in ACEF

Study Tours in the past.
e Please bring one dish for the potluck. A purchased item to ensure hygiene

Sign up here! P>  https://iforms.gle/gU3JfT2rCdzzqAaw9

ACEF Youth 7th Meeting (12/14)

ACEF YOUTH is a group of students and young
working professionals that engage in diverse activities,
including SNS broadcasting and volunteering for i
handicraft activities at the ACEF office in Waseda.
Each individual's passions are utilized. If you are
interested, please feel free to contact us!

-

Book Report: International Cooperation in the Age of SDGs (Ch. 2)
Let's look back on the 33-year journey since the founding of ACEF, reflect on its founding
story, and contemplate together the future shape of international cooperation.

“In 1991, a year after the commencement of Mina Marakkar's educational activities, literacy
classes for mothers began. Many mothers learned to read and write while also gaining
knowledge about health and nutrition. The textbooks not only taught literacy skills but also
introduced information about health management and nutrition through pictures and text. As the
learning process unfolded, the entire village took on a brighter atmosphere.

Young women and those who had not yet become mothers also participated, contributing to the
widespread adoption of literacy. It was a joyous sight to see these women expanding their
horizons. The motherhood literacy classes continued for six years, and as the women acquired
basic literacy skills, the program fulfilled its purpose and came to a close."

(From International Christian University, Haruka Kato) To be continued!
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