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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's
activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have
3 articles to report and inform you about various topics.

Foreword: "Roles of SDGs and Education: Challenges for ACEF"
Hiroyuki Yumoto, board of trustees

“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGSs), with a target deadline of 2030, have passed
the halfway mark. Efforts from both the public and private sectors are evident domestically,
with their awareness increasing. However, the United Nations continues to sound the alarm
about the difficulty of achieving these goals in their current state. According to the latest report,
only 15% of the assessable targets are "progressing smoothly," while 48% are "stagnating or
regressing,” and the remaining 37% are "significantly off track."

Why can't the SDGs be achieved? The answer lies in the inherent contradictions and
conflicts within the international community. Hence, the United Nations places its hope in
education. Recognizing the crucial role of education in achieving the SDGs, the UN has
updated Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) to "Education for Sustainable
Development: Towards Achieving SDGs (ESD for 2030)" to enhance ESD. ESD was originally
proposed by Japan at the "World Summit on Sustainable Development" held in South Africa in
2002. While pioneering efforts have been observed domestically since then, these initiatives
remain limited. As ACEF advocates a vision aligned with the ideals of the SDGs, how do we
perceive the current status of the SDGs? And as ACEF is deeply involved in the field of
education and committed to continued engagement, how do we analyze the lack of widespread
ESD? Essential challenges face education globally, and it's imperative to delve into these
issues' essence. If that's the case, further initiatives that address these fundamental challenges
are expected from ACEF.”

ACEF Youth Crowdfunding “A Tribute of Gratitude: for '
Retirement Fund for Teachers in Bangladesh" [3/1~3/31 23:59] GOOd'

Today, on March 31st, at 23:59, this crowdfunding campaign will come to a close.
We have received an incredible 105% support toward our second goal! We will
continue our efforts to promptly deliver your valuable donations to the retired
teachers. Additionally, we are planning a ceremony to express our gratitude to the
teachers in Bangladesh, where we will present retirement funds. We will also
promptly update our supporters on the situation on the ground. Any support
exceeding our target amount will be used for the operational expenses of the
retirement funds distribution ceremony.

Website -, https://for-good.net/project/1000577
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Report on BDP Director Hemanta and Vice President Peter.

From March 13th to 18th, Director Hemanta, the Vice Chairman Peter of BDP visited
Japan. During their stay, they held discussions with various relevant organizations on
how to implement the activities for the fiscal year 2024. At the same time, they also
provided updates on the current situation to our supporters. We extend our heartfelt
thanks to all the organizations and individuals who graciously accommodated their visits
despite their busy schedules. Your cooperatlon IS greatly appremated'

With the Study Tour
Alumni and BDP
school graduates

ith the Japan
omono Kai

With Akishima Kindergarten * Mina Tomonokai

A gift of drawings from Kakinokizaka Bethel
Klndergarten

We were also able to

“ meet many other people!
§ (We apologize for not

' being able to introduce
everyone.)

“Ami Délﬁber Moto Kangai” at
Ashiyahama Church Service

Presentation at Toyo Eiwa Kindergarten!
On March 1st, Director Yanagihara visited the
kindergarten class at Toyo Eiwa Kindergarten
and spoke to the senior students about ACEF
and Bangladesh. It was a great opportunity to
discuss how the valuable "Gingko Fund"
donations, which we receive every year, are
being utilized!
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