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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members,
donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in
Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 5 articles to
report and inform you about various topics.

[ACEF x Education(D] International Cooperation from the
Perspective of the Education (ACEF Chairman Izuru Aratanl)

“Young people who are interested in "international
cooperation“often start developing an interest in unfamiliar
countries and cultures with simple curiosity, wanting to explore
and learn more. Among them, young people who are
particularly interested in so-called developing countries in Asia, LN
Africa, and elsewhere often feel a sense of mission, wanting to ' W™ =
do something themselves. However, when they actually visit TFN
these countries and meet their people, many realize that
despite their intentions to contribute, they have received much
more in return.

As they come to understand the situations of poverty,
conflict, and discrimination in developing countries and witness
the rapidly changing economic and political conditions in each
country, they become aware of the undeniable involvement of
advanced countries and economic powers, which cast a
shadow over those situations. This realization shifts their
perspective from "their problems" to "our problems".

In present-day Bangladesh, amidst the sprawling disparity and the glittering cafes and
luxury brands in the city, one still notices the presence of people suffering from severe poverty,
perhaps even more so than before. The image of "international cooperation" that begins to
emerge in their minds changes as they witness this reality. They are confronted with the fact
that the problems faced by the people they meet during their visits are not limited to a particular
country but also concern the affluent nations and the state of their own societies.

Through encounters with friends and acquaintances born out of these visits, they realize the
need to have a perspective and vision that acknowledges the necessity for change on "our"
side as well to address the problems faced by others. Providing young people with such
awareness in the field of education is of immense significance, and it deeply aligns with the

aspirations of organizations like ACEF.”
1
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Children in Bangladesh x Children in Chikuho® Rev. Funato

We have the opportunity to hear from Dr. Yoshitaka
Funato, the founder of ACEF, on the start of the

What does it mean to cooperation between ACEF and BDP.

support children?
“In 1981, upon returning from my tenure as a visiting researcher at
Princeton University, | went to visit Dr. Mikio Sumiya who was the
chairman of the Japan Overseas Christian Medical Cooperative
Service (JOCS). During our conversation, Dr. Sumiya asked me to
work with JOCS. This request stemmed from the fact that doctors
and nurses dispatched by JOCS were falling ill while working
overseas, rendering them unable to provide medical assistance.
Consequently, | was tasked with visiting these locations as the
overseas coordinator, listening to the workers' accounts, reading
scriptures, and offering prayers. In the activities of JOCS, | encountered Dr. Mina Malakar,
a female physician from Bangladesh. Both Dr. Malakar and | agreed that while medical
cooperation was indeed important, there was a more pressing need for primary education
in Bangladesh. This is because, at that time, Dr. Malakar, who was involved in public
health, believed that education, such as understanding why one needs to wash hands or
why one needs to continue taking medication, was necessary even before medical
intervention. Therefore, we started the non-formal schools for children.” (To be continued)

Invitation to the 2024 Members Meeting and General Assembly
m Date: May 26 (Sun.) 2024 (13:30~open) 2-3pm Member's Meeting 3:30-5 pm General Assembly

m Place: Ikebukuro venue / ZOOM D0
T171-0021 Tomonole 2-20-11, Nishi Ikebukuro, Toshima Ward, Tokyo : ]
m Sign up form: https://forms.gle/xCPWjPzNX6G6L9cL9 rE

We hope you can join us! [=]1pezr

ACEF lecture at Jyosi Seigakuin énnouncenpenltj OfJI:';e ihlijppi“?
On April 15th and 16th, Secretary-General ampaign tor Used ook Donation

You can enjoy free shipping for your
Satsuki Yanaglhara visited the Jyoshi Seigakuin  onations ant%i May Gt}-ﬁ) tpo t?le uged e *“"“; j;. ) ’T;
: N Y Academytospeakto  book charity fundraiser! Once you've 332':
" ___ both the senior and finished reading your books, the ‘
™ junior students about ~ Bookshelf Support Team will assess
N greiams them, and 10% of the assessed value,
- ved bei plus a bonus, will be donated to the
| feCEVedWEIE DEING o hported organizations. Be sure to
- utized onthe ground. ke advantage of this opportunity!
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