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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members,
donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in
Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 5 articles to
report and inform you about various topics.

Children in Bangladesh x Children in Chikuho®@ Rev. Funato

Today, we have the opportunity to hear from Rev.
What does it mean to Yoshitaka Funato, the founder of ACEF, about the story of
support children? how he be9an supporting the children in Chikuho.

"When | was a third-year student at Tokyo Union Theological
Seminary in 1968, Japan was undergoing an energy revolution,
+ transitioning from coal to oil. As a result, the Chikuho coal mines,
2 which consisted mostly of small-scale mines, were being shut
< down one after another. Parents were losing their jobs, children
couldn't go to school, and were instead picking up unburned coal
residue. Upon learning of this situation, | initiated a fundraising
campaign among my classmates under the slogan,

‘Let's send bread to the children of Chikuho' at Kichijoji Station. We started collecting 10
yen donations. Taking the collected money to the Japan Church Service Inc., it was
suggested that we deliver them directly to Chikuho ourselves. | ended up taking a two-
week break from classes and went to the Chikuho coal mines, taking photos every day.
The situation there was truly dire. When | inquired with the pastor of the Chikuho Mission
Council, which was engaged in relief activities, about what we as students could do, it
was suggested that we could spend our summer vacation in Chikuho, playing with the
children and teaching them. Initially, we appealed to students from Christian universities
in Tokyo, and thus the 'Chikuho Relief Student Caravan' was dispatched. After two
weeks of activity, upon returning to Tokyo, the 'Association to Protect the Children of
Chikuho' was formed." : :

Higashi Jujo Bengal Tour on 5/12

On 5/12, the Higashi Jujo Bengal Tour was held as part of the
ACEF Bengali Course project. Volunteer members, service
learners, and ACEF Youth gathered and had a delicious and
enjoyable time together. Thank you, Ms. Fukushima, for
leading the tour!
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Invitation to the 2024 Members Meeting and General Assembly 5/26
m Date . May 26, 2024 (sun.)

(13:30~o0pen) 14:00-15:00 Member's Meeting

15:30-17:00 General Assembly

m Place . Ikebukuro Venue or ZOOM
T 171-0021 Tomo no le, Nishi Ikebukuro, Ttoshima Ward, Tokyo
m Sign up form : (https://forms.gle/xCPWjPsz6GGL9cL9 Q)
We kindly request that you complete the sign-up form as soon as possible, thank you!

ACEF Bazaar on 4121 and 4/29

- On 4/21 at the Nihon Kirisutokyo Kaikan and 4/29 at the
Tokyo Women's University, ACEF introduced Bangladeshi
handicrafts through the bazaar. In addition to the popular

elephant mascot (450 yen) were also well received. At the
Tokyo Women's University Bazaar, two high school

- oy students from Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin High School, who
participated in the 2023 study tour, volunteered to help. The next event will be held as
follows. We will have newly acquired items from March, so please do come!

When: 5/30 (Thu.)10:00 AM - 3:00 PM // where: Nihon Kirisutokyo Kaikan Lobby

Invitation to ACEF Bangladesh Study Tour 2024

This year, ACEF's Study Tour is happening again! It's an opportunity to learn from Asia
through encounters with the land and people of Bangladesh, and to seriously contemplate
our 'way of life' and ‘future path.' Why not join us on this journey to Bangladesh?

m Duration: 8/9 (Fri) - 21 (Wed), 2024
m  Price: ¥280,000 (Includes airfare, accommodation, and meals

as per itinerary, airport taxes, fuel surcharges, and participation
fee for preparatory camp). Participants must join an

alternative tour with designated overseas travel insurance (AIG

Set Plan) (Not included in the travel cost).

m No. Participants : min. 10 (max 14)

m Preparatory camp:7/13 (Sat.) - 14 (Sun.) @Toyama Sunrise
m Application deadline: June 14 (Fri.), 2024
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