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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on
ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh.
Today, we have 5 articles to report and inform you about various topics.

[ACEF x Education®] International Cooperation from the Perspective
of Education (Asian Rural Institute Staff, Mr. Raku Izawa)

"What is always required on the field is 'what to learn now.' Both learners and the world
changes daily. Turning a moment into a learning opportunity is always the best teaching
material. International cooperation broadens the learner's perspective and enhances
their understanding of the world. The food that fills our stomachs today and the
everyday items we hold in our hands are all products that have passed through the
hands of people from various countries before reaching us. However, | often find myself
thinking 'l already know that.’

International cooperation challenges me to consider ‘what lies beyond the obvious.' It
brings to light the voices of people oppressed in the world's remote areas and those
suffering from the distortions caused by social structural gaps. When thinking about
international cooperation, | become more aware of the pain of people | often fail to
acknowledge. This is the same for people living their daily lives in Japan or any other
country in the world. At Asia Rural Institute, grassroots leaders from various countries
gather to learn, enhancing their understanding of each other. Professor Jeffrey
Mensendiek, who teaches the 'Dignity’ workshop at Asia Rural Institute, speaks of
leadership from dignity, saying that 'human dignity brings out inner strength.' The
concept of 'dignity’ is also a vision of ACEF. International cooperation broadens the
learner's perspective and transforms the present moment into an opportunity to meet
neighbors 'beyond the obvious' and face their dignity."

Members' Gathering and General Meeting was held

On Sunday, May 26th, the ACEF 2024 Members' Gathering and General Meeting were
held at the Ikebukuro Tomo no le. During the gathering, youth members presented activity
reports, and a panel discussion on the theme "ACEF and Dignity Education” was held by
board members Jeffrey Mensendiek, Masanobu Nomura, and Mikiko Nishimura. It was a
valuable opportunity to reflect on 35 years of ACEF's activities and consider the future
together, with participation from ACEF founder Dr. Funato.

e » ﬂ




May 2024 - Issue 33 THE ASIA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION FUND

Announcement of the 2024 Study Tour

This year, ACEF's Study Tour is happening again! It's an opportunity to learn from
Asia through encounters with the land and people of Bangladesh, and to seriously
contemplate our ‘way of life' and 'future path.' Why not join us on this journey to
Bangladesh?Please feel free to contact the headquarters for any inquiries.

(Email acef@acef.or.jp // TEL 03-3208-1925)

m Duration: 8/9 (Fri) - 21 (Wed), 2024

i Price: ¥280,000 (Includes airfare, accommodation, and meals
jl as per itinerary, airport taxes, fuel surcharges, and participation

- _-_, fee for preparatory camp). Participants must join an

alternative tour with designated overseas travel insurance (AIG
Set Plan) (Not included in the travel cost).

B = No. Participants : min. 10 (max 14)

m Preparatory camp:7/13 (Sat.) - 14 (Sun.) @ Toyama Sunrise
m  Application deadline: June 14 (Fri.), 2024
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ACEF Youth Study Sessions was held (May 4, 11, 25)

ACEF Youth study session was held! 7 It was a
valuable opportunity to learn from various guests and
professionals involved with work in Bangladesh. We
are also planning future study sessions that will be
open to the general public, so stay tuned!

If you would like to participate in ACEF Youth, please
contact us by email.public@acef.or.jp

ACEF Youth Member Presented at the UNESCO Association
in Yamanashi

Yu Okubo, who participated in last year's study tour, gave
a presentation about her experiences and learnings from
the ACEF Study Tour to approximately 20 people,
including the mayor, at the UNESCO Association in
Fujikawa Town, Yamanashi. In support of ACEF's
activities, the attendees also made donations. We extend
our heartfelt gratitude to everyone for their generosity.
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