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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter
to our members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share
updates on ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with
partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 4 updates!

The Purpose of ACEF’s Study Tour (Noriko Inoue)

"The ACEF study tour truly embodies the concept of 'study,’ but this isn't
about learning from behind a desk. It's about taking action and going out
into the world. This idea resonates with Jesus' words in the Bible when he
told his disciples, 'Let's go over to the other side.' Going to the other side,
to foreign lands, might require some courage. Perhaps you don’t know much
about the local situation but are eager to learn new things, which can be
both exciting and nerve-wracking. Thanks to the internet, we can instantly
share experiences online, but there’s a vast difference between meeting
someone through a screen and meeting them in person.

| hope that while you're still young, you can
have this valuable experience, feel and
understand different perspectives, and find a
starting point for living together with others.
I've visited Bangladesh 57 times in the past,
and each time brought new encounters and
discoveries. Not once did | grow tired of it.
Seeing everyone return home with lively smiles
is a true joy for me." (Noriko Inoue)

On June 22, ACEF Youth held a study session featuring a
talk by ACEF’s Director Yanagihara. The event was lively,
with discussions and Q&A about his experiences in village
development in Latin America and the approaches to

international cooperation. Our next study session will be

held on Saturday, July 6. (next page for more details) :
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" - Invitation to ACEF Youth Seminar 7/6 Sat.

We will be hearing from Ms. Madoka Sasada (4th year student at Aoyama Gakuin
University, participant of Aoyama Gakuin Service Learning program at ACEF), who is
actively working as an intern at the local NGO, Thanapara Swallows Development
Society in Bangladesh.

<Introduction by Ms. Sasada >We will discuss some social issues | felt while
interning for a year each with a local NGO in the capital city of Dhaka and a local
NGO in a rural village. The first half will cover the issues faced by street children,
and the second half will focus on the challenges in rural areas from the perspective
of the handicraft industry. | am not a researcher but a student, so the content will
not be academic but based on the knowledge | gained through on-site activities.
This will be a time to share what | learned and felt on the field and to think
together about the real situation in Bangladesh!

<Details > S|gn up form: E. E
Date: 7/6 (Sat) 6-7pm https://forms.gle/jKax T

Place: Online (Zoom) MckxtD74Xtfn6

Fees: Free! -

=

=

BDP News Letter is resuming!
ACEF’s local partner organisation, BDP (Basic Development Partner)
6 0 Is resuming their news letter! Stay tuned from the link below:

Q {O\ https://bdp.org.bd/newsletter.html XJ

Message from ICU Service Learning student (1)

"We participated in various activities organized by ACEF, and from what we
learned about Bangladesh, we decided to create a manual for starting school
gardens at BDP schools and to facilitate exchanges between elementary school
students. What we learned from this activity is the importance of accurately
understanding the local situation and needs, especially because it is indirect
support. We realized that communication is essential to avoid imposing our good
intentions on others. We also emphasized mutual benefit and tried to maintain an
equal footing, rather than adopting a top-down approach. Reflecting on the
nature and challenges of supporting developing countries, particularly through
indirect means, was a valuable experience." (Yui, ICU 1st year)
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