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JUNE 2024 NO.1

Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members,
donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in Japan
and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 5 articles to report and
inform you about various topics.

URL https://acef.or.jp/mail_mag_2024june_1/

Children in Bangladesh x Children in Chikuho Rev. Funato

_ Today, we have the opportunity to hear from Rev.
Wat does it nean to Yoshitaka Funato, what he |earned fromhis experience
support children?  working with the Children of Chi kuho.

“Reflecting on what | have learned through the activities of the
"Chikuho Children's Protection Society," | believe it can be broadly
divided into two points. First is the importance of children's education.
This has become the foundation of my lifelong activities, as social
transformation at this stage does not come from a "great revolution,"
but relies on steady grassroots movements. When | entered Chikuho
and started teaching the children, their parents were very welcoming.
They had been taught that as coal miners, they didn't need education, but they recognized
that their children did. Through this educational activity, tangible changes became visible
and hope began to shine not only for the parents but for the whole village. The second
point pertains to my field of expertise, theology. | learned that "doing theology" means
reading the Bible within the context of society. In fact, | experienced what could be called
my "second conversion" while living in the mining community. This is something that can

be said for any field, and | believe that the recent experience of "service learning" is one
such example.” (To be continued)

Applications Closed for the 2024 Bangladesh Study Tour

o R AEF T g g ACEF's study tour will be held again this year!
AT 1101/ 55 Through encounters with the land and people of
Bangladesh, the ACEF study tour offers a chance to
learn from Asia and consider our ways of life. We are
happy to announce that we have reached full
capacity due to the large number of applications, so
we are closing the application process. (Tour dates:
2024/8/9 - 8/21, Prep camp: 7/13 - 7/14)
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“m-Invitation to ACEF Youth Seminar 7/6 Sat.

We will be hearing from Ms. Madoka Sasada (4th year student at Aoyama Gakuin
University), who is actively working as an intern at the local NGO, Thanapara Swallows
Development Society in Bangladesh.

Introduction by Ms. Sasada Details
We will discuss some social issues | felt while interning for Date: 7/6 Sat 6-7pm
a year each with a local NGO in the capital city of Dhaka Place: Online Zoom
and a local NGO in a rural village. The first half will cover Fees: Free!
the issues faced by street children, and the second half will - Sign up form!
focus on the challenges in rural areas from the perspective  https://forms.gle/jKaxMckxt
of the handicraft industry. | am not a researcher but a D74Xtfn6 O O
_'.-I'_.' H

student, so the content will not be academic but based on
the knowledge I gained through on-site activities. This will  \y/e are excited
be a time to share what | learned and felt on the field and

: N for you to join!
to think together about the real situation in Bangladesh! y J

[=]
E BDP Library Letter

- We are very thankful for your support on building these libraries in BDP schools.
Today, we would Ilke to share Wlth you the most recent photos from our 7 libraries. We
e A hope to share with
you more updates
in the upcoming days!
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Samorsingh BDP primary School, Pubail, Gazipur Surjonagar BDP School, Jamalpur

ACEF Youth 12th meeting (6/9)

Many members of ACEF Youth participate in overseas
internships to address issues related to education, c
development, and environment. In this meeting, we
exchanged some information between the members!
If you are interested in ACEF Youth, please feel free to
contact us. Email public@acef.or.jp)
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