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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to
our members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on

ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh.
Today, we have 6 articles to report and inform you about various topics.

Children in Bangladesh x Children in Chikuho® Rev. Funato

What does it mean Today, we have the opportunity to hear from Rev.
hildren? Yoshitaka Funato, who shared about the back9round of
to support children? Acep's founding, as well as the thoughts and motivations
that have driven his activities.

"The driving force behind my activities is likely my 'Christian faith,’
as written in my book 'My Citizenship is in Heaven(FMEFE(TIX(C
£9).' We had been holding meetings led by Rev. Mikio Sumitani,
where we discussed global missions for several years. However,
upon Mr. Yasuo Furuya's suggestion to move from ‘considering’ to
practicing,' we founded the 'Asian Christian Education Fund.’

We aimed to implement Terakoya (traditional temple schools) style education for children
in Bangladesh who couldn't attend school. For me, this was an international version of my
experiences in Chikuho. Our primary goal at the time was to build small elementary
schools (Terakoya schools) in areas without schools—such areas were common in urban
slums and rural regions of Bangladesh, where many had never seen a school or received an
education. We started by offering scholarships to female middle school students to cover
their tuition, enabling them to become teachers. Secondly, we aimed to nurture young
people interested in Asia through 'study tours' and similar initiatives. Many talented
young people who specialized in Asian issues emerged from this movement. Even those
who did not become scholars developed a keen interest in Asia."

Invitation to “Dignity Sharing”|| Report on BDP Teacher’s
. . 2 _ Retirement Donations
SCF is hosting ACEF’s Dignity Sharing!

P e | We were able to officially hand over the
€ase Join us: retirement benefits to the BDP teachers on
. June 25, thanks to the generous donations
Date : 8/31 (sat.) 14:00-17:00 from many people. BDP Director Hemanta
Place : SCF (https://scf.jugem.jp/?eid=4) visited the training center in Jamalpur and
Free participation (] personally presented the benefits to each
Target: youth Y teacher with gratitude. We deeply

Sign up form: e appreciate your valuable support, and will
https://forms.gle/5aDY671ZTLYhP1VC6 share with you the scenes from the day.
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ACEF Youth study event was held on 7/6 ;NEXT EVENT (YOUTH)

We had a study seminar with Ms. Madoka Sasada, who is i ACEF
actively working as an intern at the local Bangladeshi i

NGO, Thanapara Swallows Development Society, on the

theme of "The Real : OUt

!INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION:
: & TEAMBUILDING :
: July 21 (sun) in ace

£ 15:00-17:00

! @ACEF HQ (Waseda)

Issues in Bangladesh."
It was lively with

30 participants and
numerous questions
and comments.

Thank you very much
for your participation! g

éSign up here ——

We are pleased to share updates from the library at BDP
’ Samarsingh Elementary School in Pubail! Currently, 92
children are studying at this school, and the library now
- holds 124 books, including biographies, poetry collections,
Eﬂ;]‘.?tuf 'S;B ::‘f’ dictionaries, and picture books. Around 30 students use

. WY the library daily on a rotating schedule. According to the
3 local staff, the most popular books among the students
are stories, ghost tales, and poetry collections. You can
view the library's activities from the following ]
link (available in Bengali only, limited access). D0
P https://youtu.be/gDZAyRHueX8

Message from ICU Service Learning Student @ [Slers

"l am glad to have been able to work with ACEF through the service learning program. | have
always been interested in international cooperation and development, and meeting various
people and learning at ACEF has been very stimulating for me. Among other things, | learned
the importance of dignity in providing support and the need to be critical of ourselves as
'service' providers while being conscious of the perspectives of those we are supporting.
Additionally, thanks to the other two members of the team, | gained new perspectives and
had the opportunity to reflect on my relationship with service. Furthermore, by engaging
with BDP, | learned about the current state of education and the environment in the local
area, which sparked my interest in educational support and environmental education. There
were some projects we couldn't implement due to time constraints, so | hope to continue
working with ACEF in the future. Thank you very much for providing me with such a valuable
experience." (M., first year student at ICU)
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