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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members,
donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in Japan
and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 7 articles to report
and inform you about various topics.

"International Cooperation from the Perspective of University Education”
"Universities are institutions of education and research, and they can engage in international
cooperation from both aspects. Especially at my home institution, Aoyama Gakuin University, which is a
mission school, we emphasize nurturing individuals who serve people and society based on Christian
principles of love, service, and the pursuit of truth. Therefore, mission schools offer a unique liberal
arts education that not only focuses on specialized research and training of experts for international
cooperation but also instills an ethos of serving people and society through international cooperation
in all students. In this regard, our collaboration with NGOs, particularly with ACEF through activities
such as study tours, has achieved significant results. However, this 'collaborative work' is now entering
a new phase with ACEF's mission of 'co-education.' Currently, ICU and Aoyama Gakuin University are
working with ACEF on ‘co-education' in courses like 'Service Learning (SL).' Additionally, Aoyama Gakuin
leverages its characteristic of integrated education to implement 'co-education' among elementary
school students (elementary school), BDP School, and university students (SL participants) (see the
September 2022 issue of the newsletter). International cooperation NGOs, including ACEF, have
become indispensable partners in co-creating education within universities." — Professor Makoto
Kawami, Aoyama Gakuin University

Cancellatlon of the 2024 Bangladesh Study Tour

- The social unrest in Bangladesh that began in early July has led to the
p Imposition of a curfew. As a result, this year's ACEF Summer
i Bangladesh Study Tour has unfortunately been canceled. A
preparation meeting was held on July 13-14 (photo on the left).
Although the communication situation has not yet returned to
= ﬁ@ normal, we have been able to confirm from the local area that the
_ BDP staff and BDP school students are safe.

2023 Annual Report and Call for Summer Donation

The 2023 annual report has been mailed to our members and donors
along with our summer fundraising appeal. Both ACEF and BDP are
facing difficult circumstances due to a decrease in members and
donors, as well as the continued impact of the exchange rate.
Nevertheless, we are determined to actively pursue our initiatives this
year, including dignity education and more. Thank you for your support.
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Invitation to Dignity Sharing (8/31 Sat.)

Practical learning of “dignity” has just begun. Many people live while feeling that the world is
difficult to navigate, experiencing vague dissatisfaction, frustration at not being able to care
for others, and having no leeway for themselves. The study of dignity offers participatory
learning opportunities to "value yourself and others." Everyone is welcome to join. [Date] Sat.
August 31, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM [Participation Fee] Free [Location] SCF (15-minute walk
from Nakano Station on the Chuo Line) [Organizers] ACEF (Asia Christian Education Fund)
and SCF (Student Christian Fellowship) [Inquiries] Contact Mensendiek at
jeffrey@obirin.ac.jp

ACEF Youth S Flrst In- Person Event Held!

For the first time since we started

holding monthly ACEF Youth meetings in

2022, we had an in-person meeting on

M Sunday, July 21st! The event was lively

~ with activities such as games, video

g creation, discussions, and sharing ideas

. and experiences. The next ACEF Youth
‘ meeting will be held on Saturday, August

24th, from 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM on Zoom.

Lecture at Ichikawa Tomo no Kai

On Tuesday, July 30th, at the Ichikawa
Tomo no Kai "Gathering for Peace for
Parents and Children," ACEF's Director
Yanagihara and Dedachi (staff) had the
opportunity to speak. We would like to
extend our heartfelt thanks to all the
participants and to the members of Ichikaw
Tomo no Kai for their warm welcome!

Message from Service Learning Students ®-

"In our service activities, we focused on creating a manual for school gardens and attempted
to facilitate interactions among children through the school gardens. Although we couldn't
implement this aspect, we encountered various challenges through this activity. The biggest
hurdle was devising a method of support that was not one-sided but based on standing on
equal footing with those we aimed to help. Additionally, not being able to visit Bangladesh
underscored the importance of understanding the local context and realities. What | learned
and found difficult during this service activity will be valuable lessons for future endeavors. |
aim to remember these experiences to foster further growth for myself and those | support."
(K.I, ICU 1st year)
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