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Thank you for always reading ACEF's email newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's
activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we
have 6 articles to report and inform you about various topics.

Situation in Bangladesh and BDP Schools

As many of you may already know, the interim government in Bangladesh has begun to take
action under the leadership of Dr. Yunus, who is also renowned for Grameen Bank.
According to reports from the area, the police force has not yet fully recovered, and while
the military is involved in maintaining security, the situation remains unstable. In light of
this, BDP schools are operating minimally based on local conditions, with only about 50% of
the schools open. We hope for the swift return of peaceful daily life where all children can
learn safely.

Children in Bangladesh x Children in Chikuho® Rev. Funato

What does it mean Ttoday, we have the opportunity to hear from Rev.Funato,
> who shared his insights on the meanin9 of partnership
" between ACEF and BDP.

to support children

"l believe [partnership] is about 'sharing’ what we each have. At that
time —and perhaps even now— when Japanese NGOs supported local
people in some way, the common approach was for the Japanese
organization to establish an office in the local area, send a
representative from Japan to manage it, and hire local people to carry
out the work. Once, Dr. Malakar, the head of the local organization
SEP, visited Japan and gave a lecture at a church. During the Q&A
session, a student asked a question.

| don’t remember exactly what the question was, but | vividly recall Dr. Malakar raising her
voice and exclaiming, 'We are not beggars!' When | translated her words as they were, the
room fell completely silent. Dr. Malakar and | always firmly understood that it wasn't about
one side aiding the other. Rather, it was about both sides bringing what they had to the
table and building a project together. Unfortunately, after Dr. Malakar passed away and the
next generation took over, | cannot say for sure whether that principle was maintained."
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Call for Summer Donations

Thank you for your continued support of ACEF. Despite
the challenging circumstances we face, including a decline
in members and donors, as well as the ongoing impact of
the weak yen, both ACEF and BDP are determined to
remain active this year, focusing on dignity education,
promoting international understanding, and other
important initiatives. We kindly ask for your continued
support and assistance. Thank you for your cooperation.

Regarding Corrections to the Annual Report 2023

We sent the 2023 Annual Report along with our summer fundraising appeal to all ACEF
members and donors. However, we have identified some errors that need correction on
page 12 in the activity statement. We apologize for this oversight. The corrected
statement is available on the final page of the Annual Report posted on the ACEF website.
We will also send out the corrected page by mail towards the end of the year, and we kindly
ask that you replace the incorrect page at that time. Thank you for your understanding and
cooperation. Homepage = https://acef.or.jp/about-acef/

Invitation to Dignity Sharing (8/31 Sat.)

Practical learning of “dignity” has just begun. Many people live while feeling that the
world is difficult to navigate, experiencing vague dissatisfaction, frustration at not
being able to care for others, and having no leeway for themselves. The study of dignity
offers participatory learning opportunities to "value yourself and others." Everyone is
welcome to join. [Date] Sat. August 31, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM [Participation

Line) [Organizers] ACEF (Asia Christian Education Fund) and SCF (Student e
Christian Fellowship) [Inquiries] Contact Mensendiek at jeffrey@obirin.ac.jp [=]

Please Participate in the ACEF Survey

We are gathering your opinions
and advice anonymously to help "If you're unsure about how to donate...," "l want>

uide our future activities. Your to volunteer, but | don't know what | can do," "Can
9 ' adults participate in the study tour?"

feedback is crucial to us, and we ¢

would grgatly appreciate your 'I have an idea for something I'd like to do with

cooperation! EIH:EI ACEF," "Could you speak at our school?" "We'd
https://forms.gle/Y y _.:-" ike to hold a bazaar at our church...
zrGPtGn8uGdDHk;9 o

Next ACEFYouth [August 24, Sat. 20:00-21:00 ZOOM]

At ACEF, students and working professionals are actively involved in a wide range of
activities related to education, development, and poverty alleviation, based on their
areas of interest. We regularly hold events, so if you're interested, please feel free to
contact the ACEF office!

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF) E E f G @ X
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku, Tokyo % \

tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180
Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp
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