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"The Background to Bangladeshi Students'

Thank you for your continuous support for ACEF's newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and everyone we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in
Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 6 articles to
report and inform you about various topics

Kyoai Gakuen High School

Yokosuka Gakuin High School

Mr. Masahiro Watanabe

"My clothes were 'Made in Bangladesh'." A few years
ago during a class in Integrated Studies, | was
walking around the classroom, listening in on the
group discussions when | heard a student say that
phrase. Curious, | approached to observe and found
they were discussing the theme "Goal 1: End
poverty" from the 17 SDGs (Sustainable
Development Goals). The student, who had an
interest in fashion, had looked into where and how
clothes are made, which led her to focus on the
labor issues surrounding fast fashion in Bangladesh.

In today's information-saturated world, we live by
sifting through and selecting what information we
want to consume. For high school students, social
media is likely their primary tool for gathering
information. However, social media often filters
and provides information based on their personal
interests. In such an environment, it's crucial for us
as teachers to continue providing opportunities for
them to direct their attention to global issues such
as conflicts, inequality, and discrimination. Through
these opportunities, we hope that as many students
will become aware of their role as global citizens,
not just absorbing knowledge but taking action as
contributors to peace building.

A few years ago, with the cooperation of the then
ACEF staff, our school conducted a Iesson tltled
"Learning about developing coun-  "TEEREET Py
tries and SDGs through Bangladesh."
It would be wonderful if our con-
nection with ACEF continues in
the future.” (Kyoai Gakuen High
School, Mr. Masahiro Watanabe)
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Mr. Masahiro Watanabe

"When it comes to international exchange
programs held in Japanese high schools, | think
many of them are aimed at destinations in North
America or Oceania. The societies and living
conditions in those so-called developed countries
are likely similar to those in Japan. However, the
high school students who participate in ACEF's
study tours to Bangladesh are confronted with
social and living conditions that are vastly
different from Japan, which often leaves them in
great shock. They are exposed to a different
context to the one they have known. | believe that
such experiences are necessary for today's young
people.

What is needed in international cooperation is the
sensitivity to understand, accept, and live
together with others who are different from us. |
believe that this sensitivity, cultivated through
learning about international cooperation, also
helps to foster the ability to live together with
others we encounter in our daily lives." (ACEF
Board Member, Principal of Yokosuka Gakuin High
School, Mr. Kaiso Amano)
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Invitation to Lecture : "The Background to Bangladeshi Students' Demand
for Prime Minister Hasina's Resignation and Future Prospects"” Oct. 26 (Sat)

Titled, "The Background to Bangladeshi Students' Demand for Prime Minister Hasina's
Resignation and Future Prospects”, a seminar will be hosted by the Japan-Bangladesh Association,
with co-sponsorship from ACEF. The speakers will include Mr. Buyan, CEO of NewVision Solutions Ltd.,
and commentators Yuko Fukushima, CEO of the Japanese branch of the same company and ACEF
collaborator, and Professor Kusakabe from Rikkyo University. Mr. Buyan donated books for the BDP
School's essay contest held in June 2023. [Date] October 26 (Sat), 14:00-16:00 [Location] 4th
Floor, A and B Meeting Rooms, Niho Kirisutokyo Kaikan [Participation Fee] Free [ Format] Hybrid
(First 40 people on-site) [Registration Form] https://x.gd/3qtom 3%Registration can be done
through phone or fax (tel 03-3208-1925 - fax 03-6278-9180)

Invitation to November 10, ACEF Autumn Seminar

We are excited to announce this year’s autumn seminar! In the first part, we will hold a Bengali
curry party organized by the participants of the canceled study tour and ACEF Youth. In the second
part, we will have a report session featuring Director Yanagihara, who recently returned from a
business trip to Bangladesh, and invite a guest speaker from FiLC (Forum for i-Learning Creation)
who instructed the teacher training workshop held in the Pubail district of Bangladesh in
September. We will share updates on the current situation of the children and teachers at the BDP
School in Bangladesh amid ongoing instability. Everyone is welcome to join!

[Date:] November 10 (Sun) % Part 1: Curry Party, 12:00~14:00 (fee: 300 yen)
%Part 2: Report Session, 14:30-16:30) [Location] Nakano SCF
[Participation] Part 1 is in-person only; Part 2 is hybrid
(Registration deadline: November 3)
Registration Form: https://forms.gle/KA9P5xzr5WgUxWV17
*Registration can be done through phone or fax (tel 03-3208-1925 - fax 03-6278-9180)

September 28 & 29: ACEF A New Library was built in
joined the Global Festa 2024! Chamudda BDP School!

This year, we set up a booth at the venue, and Director Yanagihara visited the new library built
were able share about ACEF and BDP's activities  at Chamudda BDP School! We were able to donate
through materials, videos, handicrafts, and more. Japanese books translated by ACEF members.

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Here, we also shared the nutrition biscuits
everyone who stopped by our booth on the day donated through Amazon. Thank you all for your
and to everyone who supported us! continuous support.

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku, z
Tokyo /. tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 M https://acef.or.jp/ follow us!
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