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Thank you for your continuous support for ACEF's newsletter. We send this newsletter to our
members, donors, and those we have met through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in
Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 7 articles to share
with you.

Children in Bangladesh x children in Chikuho (7)

What does it mean We asked Rev. Yoshitaka Funato about what it means to Support
to support children? children. Today he shared the meaning of the name of the Asia
" Christian Education Fund.

"When ACEF was founded, many Christian-affiliated NGOs in Japan were in the
process of removing the word 'Christian' from their names. This was based on
the idea of 'hidden Christianity' and the assertion that their mission was not
to evangelize but to serve. This perspective likely stemmed from experiences
before the war, when missions to China, such as the ‘China Inland Mission,'
considered service activities (like building hospitals or providing medical
assistance) as a means of evangelism. After the opening of China, many mission organizations were
expelled from the country, leading to a reluctance to prominently display Christianity in their work. After
the inaugural meeting held at Kyobunkan in Ginza, led by Professor Sumitani along with Yasuo Furuya,
Yoshinobu Kumazawa, Hisao Kayama, and other professors, they gathered at a café under the train tracks
in Yurakucho to discuss what to name the organization. The unanimous decision was to include the word
'Christian’ in the name. At the time, the only organizations with ‘Christian’ in their names were JOCS and
ACEF. This decision likely reflected Professor Sumitani's belief in ‘clearly raising the banner' of Christ. The
words 'Asia’ and 'Education’ were added to this vision."

Apology for ACEF Server Malfunction

Since Thursday, October 3rd, ACEF's website server has been experiencing issues, and it remains
unavailable for normal use. We are working hard to restore service, and we will provide an update as
soon as the issue is resolved. We sincerely apologize for the inconvenience and trouble this has caused.

Invitation to Lecture on October 26 (Sat.)

A seminar titled "The Background to Bangladeshi Students' Demand for Prime Minister Hasina's
Resignation and Future Prospects” will be hosted by the Japan-Bangladesh Association, with co-
sponsorship from ACEF. The speakers will include Mr. Buyan, CEO of NewVision Solutions Ltd.,and
commentators Yuko Fukushima, CEO of the Japanese branch of the same company and ACEF
collaborator, and Professor Kusakabe from Rikkyo University. Mr. Buyan donated books for the BDP
School's essay contest held in June 2023. [Date] October 26 (Sat), 14:00-16:00 [Location]) 4th
Floor, A and B Meeting Rooms, Niho Kirisutokyo Kaikan [Participation Fee] Free [ Format] Hybrid
(First 40 people on-site) [Registration Form] https://x.gd/3qtom 3Registration can be done
through phone or fax (tel 03-3208-1925 - fax 03-6278-9180) 2
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ACEF Autumn Seminar on November 10 (Sun)
In Part 1, we will host a Bengali Curry Party with participants of
the cancelled study tour, organized by ACEF Youth. In Part 2, we
will hold a report session featuring Mr. Yanagihara, the Secretary
General, who has just returned from a business trip to Bangladesh,
and staff from the NPO Learning Creation Forum (FiLC), who

\ conducted teacher training in the Purbail area this September.
We will share updates on the situation of the children and teachers at BDP schools in Bangladesh,
where instability continues. We encourage you to join us for this informative event!

[Date:] November 10 (Sun) % Part 1: Curry Party, 12:00~14:00 (fee: 300 yen)% Part 2: Report
Session, 14:30-16:30) [Location) Nakano SCF [Participation) Part 1 is in-person only;
Part 2 is hybrid (Registration deadline: November 3)

(Registration Form] https://forms.gle/KA9P5xzr5WgUxWV17
X Registration can be done through phone or fax (tel 03-3208-1925 - fax 03-6278-9180) E]

Update on BDP lerarles ® Monipur

256 students are currently studying at the Monipur BDP
School in Mirpur, and between 62 to 77 students use it daily
on a rotating schedule This library was built through the
i crowdfunding campaign in 2022. The library now has 103

. books, with biographies, poetry collections, comics, and
illustrated dictionaries for children being the most popular
¥ among the students. You can watch a video of the

.
students using the library on YouTube (limited [=] EI
access). We deeply appreciate your warm support.
Link=>https://youtu.be/O50vYgIxU7E [=]%LrE:

Dignity Study Group - Facilitator Training Course
Would you like to acquire the skills and knowledge necessary to lead discussions on dignity? We are
offering a one-day Dignity Facilitator Training Course led by Professor Jeffrey Mensendiek,
Associate Professor at J. F. Oberlin University and ACEF board member. Don't miss this opportunity
to participate! [Date] November 30 (Sat) [Location] Oberlin University Shinjuku Campus Room JS
305, 3rd Floor, South Building (3-23-1 Hyakunincho, Shinjuku City, Tokyo 169-0073) it i
[Participation] ¥1,000 (General), ¥500 (Students) [Registration ] Please register via ﬁﬁ T
one of the following methods. https://forms.gle/ZXjwrXXGUgWE;6hJ9 / b
dignity-wg@acef.or.jp / Tel 03-3208-1925 / FAX 03-6278-9180 =]

Lecture by Ms. Saori Ogura [20th Anniversary of Dr. Mikio Sumiya)
We are pleased to announce a lecture by Ms. Saori Ogura, the granddaughter of Dr. Mikio
Sumiya, who is carrying on his legacy through her diverse activities both domestically and
internationally. The event, organized by volunteers from the Sumiya Association (University
of Tokyo) and co-hosted by ACEF, will focus on the intersection of traditional knowledge and
the climate crisis, with insights from collaborative research spanning the Himalayas,
Zimbabwe, and Japan. [Date&Time] November 17(sun), 14:30-16:30 [Venue) Komaba Faculty
House Seminar Room, University of Tokyo Komaba Campus

[Participation Fee] ¥1,000 (General), ¥500 (Students) [Registration]
https://forms.gle/swR5KBmIDTmxxfBBA [Inquiries) Kazuhiro Mori
(Sumiya Association) kazu-mori2@ab.auone-net.jp

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku

Tokyo /. tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 M https://acef.or.jp/ - follow us!
Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp [=] https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo 2




