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N OVE MBER 2 024@ Thank you for your continuous support for ACEF's

newsletter. We send this newsletter to our members, donors, and those we have met
through events to share updates on ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects
with partners in Bangladesh. Today, we have 5 articles to share with you. On a separate
note, Since 3PM on Friday, November 15, a Salesforce outage has caused issues like
inaccessible donation forms and GOEN login failures. Salesforce is investigating, and we'll
update you as soon as we know more. We apologize for the inconvenience.

Children in Bangladesh x children in Chikuho (9)

We asked Rev. Yoshitaka Funato about the similarities he found
between supporting the children of Chikuho and Ban9aldesh.

What does it mean to
support children?
i “According to Professor Sumiya, every society has its blind spots, and it
is essential for our activities to address these areas. At that time, the
closed coal mines of Chikuho represented one of the poorest regions.
While immediate material assistance was necessary, Prof. Sumiya
emphasised that, in the long term, the key to addressing poverty lay in
eradicating its root causes through education. However, for parents
living in coal mining communities, who themselves had grown up in

environments that dismissed education or even viewed it as harmful,
teaching their children posed a challenge. Many parents hadn’t attended school themselves,
making it difficult to support their children’s studies. Yet, with the mines closed, these
children would be forced to find livelihoods outside of mining, where education was crucial
for success. Thus, when students came to help tutor these children, the community
welcomed them enthusiastically. In Bangladesh, a similar situation existed, particularly in
rural areas where people had often never seen or attended a school. Urban slum areas faced
similar educational barriers. In these contexts, “education” became the only means of
breaking out of cycles of poverty and challenging the status quo for impoverished farmers
and slum dwellers alike.”

Dignity Study Session - Facilitator Training Course
This course is designed for those who have learned about dignity and want to take the next
step to become a Dignity Facilitator. If you have participated in Dignity Cafés or D|gn|ty
Workshops before, we warmly encourage you to join us! afy (3 5.
[Lecturer] Jeffrey Mensendiek
[Date] November 30, Sat. 13:00~16:00
[Venue] Obirin University Shinjuku Campus South Ward 3F Room JS 305
T169-0073 3-23-1 Hyakunincho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

[Fees] 1000 yen (general) , 500 yen (students) max. 20 participants Eﬁ-q
[Registration] Please register using one of the following methods. ;_
1. Email: dignity-wg@acef.or.jp, 2.Tel: 03-3208-1925, 3. FAX: 03-6278-9180, [u] 1

4. Form : https://forms.gle/ZXjwrXXGUgWE6hJ9
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Recap of ACEF Autumn Seminar

The ACEF Autumn Seminar was hosted on 11/10 (Sun). In the first part, we enjoyed preparing and
sharing a Bengali meal together. The second part featured a report on the BDP Teacher Training
held in September. Four breakout discussions were offered: “BDP Teacher Training,” “School Garden
Project,” “ACEF Youth,” and “Dignity Café.” These sessions provided a valuable opportunity to
explore the future of ACEF alongside participants. Thank you to everyone who joined us!

From February to May of this year, ACEF conducted a campaign to

collect donations of nutritious food for children at BDP Schools. The

collected items were distributed to children at Chamudda BDP School in

a rural area near Dhaka. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all who

contributed to this cause. . . -
[Nutritious Foods Donated) i 7k

Bisco (240 servings)

Power Balance (8 servings)

Manna (84 servings)

Cod Liver Qil (400 servings)

ACEF Youth: Servuce Learning Report and Dignity Cafe Invntatlon

[e]
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On Saturday, November 9, ICU (International
Christian University) students hosted an event at
the ACEF headquarters. Together, we watched the
=% film The True Cost and engaged in discussions
about the impact of the apparel industry and

4 consumer culture on the world.

Ll

We're excited to announce an upcoming Dignity Workshop! Whether you‘re new to DIGNIT
the concept of dignity or interested in joining ACEF Youth in promoting it, come PROGRAM
join us to learn and reflect together in a fun and interactive setting. Everyone is
welcome, whether you come alone or bring friends! @ACER Yol
o Date: Sunday, December 15, 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM El . E
e Format: Hybrid at ACEF office (Room 26, Japan Christian Center, 2-3-18 . "
Nishi-Waseda) or online via Zoom. @.ﬁ
o Fee: Free E
e Registration Formhttps://forms.gle/pCX4QGMbGGgd9X4 79 Er

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku,

Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 #Mpttps://acef.or.jp/ : follow us!
Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo 2




