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Thank you for regularly reading the ACEF newsletter. Today, we are pleased to share updates and
announcements regarding ACEF’s activities in Japan and collaborative projects with our partners in
Bangladesh, presented in four articles. The ACEF office will be closed for the year-end and New Year
holidays from December 28, 2024, to January 5, 2025. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause
and appreciate your understanding.

Christmas Message from BDP Director Hemanta Corraya

“Greetings from Basic Development Partners (BDP) to the honorable ACEF Chairman, Board
members, ACEF Director, staff, Japanese friends & all well-wishers. Merry Chrlstmas & a
happy new year-2025 to you all.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to all who have supported BDP over the past 30
years. Your financial contributions and moral encouragement have been vital in
empowering children, families, and communities, enabling us to contribute to
Bangladesh’s development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through our
partnership with ACEF, Japanese donors, and the government, we have made remarkable
progress since our inception.

Our work remains centered on children, adolescent girls, and marginalized communities, with a commitment to
inclusivity for persons with disabilities. In 2024, we faced significant challenges, including political unrest and
severe flooding, which impacted many regions. Despite these hardships, we successfully operated 30 BDP
schools with the support of ACEF and aim to continue in 2025.

This year, I had the privilege of visiting Japan in March, where I met with ACEF Board members, donors,
educational institutions, and churches. This fruitful visit allowed me to share updates on BDP’s work and outline
our strategic direction for the future. I am also grateful for the opportunity to participate in a teacher workshop
on “Thinking Tools,” organized by FiL.C and Aikei Japan, which strengthened the skills of our educators.

In addition to educational initiatives, BDP played a critical role in aiding 8,000 flood-affected families in Noakhali
and Kaghrachori, with support from JAPAN PLATFORM and the Japan Asia Friendship Society (JAFS). To
promote farming knowledge and nutrition, we launched a pilot “School Gardening” project in Netrokona and
Jamalpur, focusing on sweet potato cultivation. I extend my heartfelt thanks to ACEF Director Satsuki
Yanagihara, for her dedication to this project. Climate Change remains a significant focus of our efforts as we
address the vulnerabilities faced by communities. We are thrilled to welcome Asumi-san as our intern and look
forward to ACEF’s continued Study Tour programs, which have fostered meaningful cultural exchanges with
Japanese high school and college students. We eagerly anticipate the next group visit and thank ACEF for
facilitating these connections.

I am deeply grateful to our donors, partners, and the communities we serve for their unwavering support and
collaboration. My thanks also go to the dedicated BDP team, who continue to serve faithfully in challenging
circumstances. Together, we have achieved much, but there is still more to be done. With ACEF’s continued
support, we aim to expand our programs and deepen our impact on the lives of children and families in
Bangladesh.

Thank you for your long-standing love, concern, and support for BDP’s mission. Please keep us in your prayers as
we work to bring about meaningful change.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
BDP Director Ignatius Hemanta Corraya”
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Call for Christmas Donations

This past year, Bangladesh faced numerous challenges, including political upheaval,
devastating cyclones, and widespread flooding. This Christmas, we are inviting you to
contribute to a special Christmas donation drive to support our dear partners in Bangladesh Ao
—children, BDP staff, and teachers who continue their vital work despite these difficulties. T Doate hero
Let us come together to send them our heartfelt encouragement and warm wishes. Thank you for joining us
in this act of love and solidarity.+Donate here— https://acef.or.jp/your-menu/donate/

Progress Report on Bangladesh Internship

“Hello! ’'m Asumi Yamada from ACEF Youth, currently undertaking an
internship in Bangladesh since last month. In November, I spent time in
Dhaka, visiting schools and learning about the area. From this month onward,
I am primarily based in Pubail, a region about an hour’s drive from Dhaka,
where my main activities are now centered. At present, I am visiting eight
schools in the area one by one. Since many of them are located 30 minutes to
an hour away on foot, I'm walking to each school to familiarize myself with
their locations. My initial focus is on building relationships with the teachers
and children. While I plan to eventually collaborate with the students on
activities like litter collection, for now, I'm prioritizing getting to know the
cprpmunity. I've been introducing myself and observing classes during my TBagla T RN e S
V1sits. with the BDP children

However, observing “ordinary” lessons has been quite a challenge. Both teachers and students are eager to showcase
their talents when they hear a visitor from Japan is present. Sometimes, teachers conduct special lessons just for me,
while other times, they organize impromptu cultural performances featuring students who sing or dance. While I
sometimes worry about disrupting their regular schedule, I've come to appreciate their genuine enthusiasm and joy in
welcoming me—it feels like a valuable part of the exchange. I'll continue sharing updates on my activities through this
newsletter and ACEF’s official social media. Your warm support and encouragement mean so much as I navigate this
journey. Thank you!”

ACEF Youth: Winter Events

Dignity Workshop DIGNIT

]].2/ ]]-5 We're excited to announce an upcoming Dignity Workshop! Whether you're new tothe PROCRAM
(Sum) 14:00- ' concept of dignity or interested in joining ACEF Youth in promoting it, come join us to @ACEF Youth
17:00 learn and reflect together in a fun and interactive setting. Everyone is welcome, whether Db 0]

you come alone or bring friends! ©
[Date] 12/15 (Sun) 2PM~5PM [Participation fee] free [Hybrid] ACEF Office + Zoom Eil:‘r

[Registration form] https://forms.gle/pCX4QGMbGGgd9X479

Bangla Lessons
]]_2 / 2]]_ We are excited to invite you to an online Bengali language course with Mitu Rani Das, a BDP graduate
@ 16:00- and expert in the language. If you have an interest in Bengali or are looking to learn a new language,
17:00 this is a great opportunity for you! For registration or inquiries, please contact ACEF at
public@acef.or.jp. We look forward to welcoming you to the course!

Join us at ACEF Youth Meeting

ACEF Youth is actively planning and implementing various activities and events. We are looking for

12721 members who are interested in joining and helping to run the following projects:
(&) i o Seminar on Bangladesh and Fashion o Study Group on International Cooperation
21:00 o Crowdfunding © Dignity Workshop

If any of these initiatives interest you or you would like to get involved, please feel free to contact us !
(Contact Person: Dedachi/ public@acef.or.jp)

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku,

Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 Mrhttps://acef.or.jp/ follow us!
Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo 2




