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Thank you for reading ACEF’s newsletter and for your warm support throughout 2024. This year brought
many joyous moments, including the visits of BDP Director Hemanta and Vice Chairman Mr. Peter to Japan,
as well as various ACEF events. Despite the times of instability in Bangladesh due to political changes since
summer, we are deeply grateful that all BDP school teachers and students have remained safe. Today, we
bring you 6 updates and announcements regarding ACEF’s activities in Japan and our collaborative efforts
with partners in Bangladesh. Please note that the ACEF Office will be closed for the New Year holidays from
December 28, 2024 to January 5, 2025. We apologize for any inconvenience and thank you for your
understanding.

Greetings from ACEF Staff

"Thanks to everyone's support, we were able to successfully conclude this year. From the
Director political upheaval in August and the cancellation of the Study Tour, to the first teacher
501?5“'_<i training in several years and the active contributions of ACEF Youth, it has been a year full of
Yanagihara significant events. Next year, we will continue to take steady steps forward in collaboration
with BDP and ACEF.Thank you for your continued support throughout this year. We look
forward to your partnership again in the coming year."

"I'm Tamatsuki, the accountant. Staff I'm Uesaka, in charge of handicrafts.
Staff Thank you so much for your generous : Thank f tion i i
Naomi y your generc Chizuru Thank you for your cooperation in various
Tamanuki  SuPPort throughout the year. Wishing  yesaka activities this year. I look forward to

you a wonderful holiday season and a working with you again in 2025!"

Happy New Year!"
Staff "I'm Dedachi, in charge of ACEF PR and youth activities. It has been a joy meeting many of
Yurika you at various events this year. Wishing you a wonderful Christmas, and I look forward to

Dedachi  gseeing you again in the coming year!"

~Looking back at 2024~
¢ January Study Tour Reunion
* February Startof Bangla Lessons
* March Crowdfunding for retired BDP teachers, and visits from BDP director Mr. Hemanta and vice chairman
Mr. Peter.
April Start of column series “Children in Chikuho and Bangladesh”
May Higashujujo Bengal Tour, Members meetings and general assembly, ACEF bazaar
June ICU Service Learning
July ACEF Youth seminar “Real life issues between Dhaka and villages from the eyes of intern”
August Cancellation of study tour
September Teacher’s training in Pubail, Global Festa
October Introduced the bangladeshi handicrafts at many bazaars . ICU service learning event
November Dignity Facilitator Seminar
December ACEF Youth dignity workshop, Bangla Lessons

Donations via Hachidori Denryoku in 2024
v Between April and September 2024, contributions via Hachidori Electric reached
s

AVESEARTH 47,641 yen. Thank you to the 746 supporters helping ACEF! Switch to CO2-free,
NFEY&EA  renewable energy while donating 1% of your bill to social causes. Learn more:
X n c G F @ https://hachidori-denryoku.jp/list/acef/ 1
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International Cooperation from the perspective of
Aoyama Gakuin Elementary School

“The foundation of international cooperation at Aoyama Gakuin Elementary School is our daily worship.
Through prayer, listening to the words of the Bible, and singing hymns, we focus on love. In one of the
hymns we recently sang, the lyrics included, "The children of the world are friends, let’s live together in
harmony" (from Hymn No. 23, "The Children of the World"). In our education, we emphasize that
everyone is loved by God, and based on this, we believe we should love one another. Therefore, we
encourage students to get to know those around them at school and cooperate with each other.
Additionally, we aim to foster interest in and empathy for children outside of our school. Currently, we
have exchanges with other mission-based schools in Japan, such as Hokuriku Gakuin Elementary School
and the Japan School for the Deaf. Internationally, we are engaged with children from Australia, the
Philippines, and Kenya, as part of our efforts to help students connect with children around the world.
Our international cooperation is based on the belief that every person is precious, loved by God, and we
want to make friends and support each other through our activities. (Hikari Koga, Teacher at Aoyama
Gakuin Elementary School)

Callfor Chrlstmas Donations

This year in Bangladesh, we faced various challenges, including the [m] R,
; impact of political changes and large-scale natural disasters such as
cyclones and ﬂoods We are still Collectmg Christmas donations in %

ACEF x educatuon

" at BDP Schools. We invite you to join us in sendlng warm thoughts E o
and encouragement to our partners in Bangladesh.
Donate here% https: //acef or ]p/your—menu/donate/

Report on D1gn1ty Workshop
On December 15 (Sun.), ACEF Youth hosted Dignity Workshop,
combining both in-person and Zoom participation. Dr. Jeffrey |
Mensendiek, ACEF board member, led the session with |
discussions to explore and learn about dignity together. Thank
you to everyone who participated! We will continue to host
Dignity Cafés and workshops, so please look forward to future
events! For inquiries, please contact dignity-wg@acef.or.jp.

2025 ACEF Youth Events

Let’s learn about Bangladesh through fashion!
2 /]1 Would you like to learn about Bangladesh through fashion? This event
(sat) 1:00-  Will discuss the social issues surrounding fast fashion, and
16:00 contemporary fashion in Bangladesh. Join us for an insightful and
engaging experience!
When: February 1st (Saturday), 14:00 - 16:00. Free. Organized by ACEF Youth
Location: Tomo no Ie (2-20-11 Nishi-Tkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo, 171-0021)
or via Zoom, Speaker: Yuko Fukushima, Representative of New Vision
Solutions Japan, Registration Form: https://forms.gle/E3eejQAFyHzmYVOt5

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, E E f G . .
Shinjuku, Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 # https://acef.or.jp/
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