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Thank you for regularly reading the ACEF newsletter. Today, we are pleased to share updates and
announcements regarding ACEF’s activities in Japan and collaborative projects with our partners in
Bangladesh, presented in seven articles.

ACEF x EDU ACEF and Joshisei Gakuin (Mr. Keiichiro Takahasi)

"un

Would you like to try a sample?" A cheerful voice echoes through the bustling hallway during our
school’s annual cultural festival. Students serve fragrant Bengal tea, rich with the aromas of
cinnamon and cardamom, to visitors. “Delicious!” “I'll take one,” they reply. With enthusiasm, 100
bags quickly sell out as students explain ACEF’'s mission while handing over purchases. Joshisei
Gakuin has had the honor of walking alongside ACEF since its founding in 1990. Our journey
together was inspired by the leadership of ACEF’s first director, Dr. Yoshitaka Funato, who shared
his faith journey, beginning with “prayer for others.” He spoke of being deeply moved by the faith
in Christ’s teachings: trust in God and love for one’s neighbor. This faith led Mr. Funato to found
ACEF, fostering a spirit of service to distant lands and inspiring many like-minded individuals to
follow his example. The 34 years of collaboration between Joshi Sei Gakuin and ACEF stand as a
testament to the fruits of Mr. Funato’s prayers. Under our school’s motto, “Look to God, Serve
Others,” new generations continue to be nurtured, bridging Japan and Bangladesh through prayer
and action.”

Call for Christmas Donations ‘}.ﬂgg

This past year in Bangladesh has experienced numerous challenges, including
political upheaval and devastating floods. Desp|te these hardships, our important g

season of giving. Click here to donate— https://acef.or.jp/your-menu/donate/

11/30 (Sat) Dignity Workshop Report

The Dignity Study Session - Facilitator Training
Course was held on Saturday, November 30th. We
sincerely thank everyone who participated. We look
forward to seeing you at the next session!
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: Message from ICU Service Learning Students 1 Maria Endo
: "Before joining ACEF, | didn't know much about Bangladesh. However, participating in
: seminars exposed me to the country’s strong commitment to preserving its culture and
: language despite its colonial past, which | found deeply fascinating. To better understand
: the fast fashion industry, | organized a documentary screening, followed by discussions that
: provided valuable insights. Moving forward, | hope to build on what I've learned at ACEF and :
: continue contributing to meaningful initiatives." 11
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Report on the Start of Bangladesh Internship

vy 75 7 v 2 T "Hello, my name is Asumi Yamada from ACEF Youth. I've been involved with ACEF

"+ W since my first year of university, and this marks my fifth year with the
=¥l organization. | am excited to announce that I've started an internship with ACEF's
_ " partner organization, BDP. First, | want to express my heartfelt gratitude to
" everyone who has supported and encouraged me along the way. Thank you so much.
. ¢ My desire to learn more about Bangladesh and to deepen my connections and

Ly e ¥ understanding of its people inspired me to plan and prepare for this internship

over the past year and a half. Currently, | am in Dhaka, the capital of Bangladesh, visiting schools and
discussing potential activities with Hemanta Corraya, the Executive Director of BDP. Soon, I'll begin more
active work in the Pubail area. Although my stay is brief—just about four months—I plan to start with
simple yet meaningful initiatives, such as working with BDP elementary school children to address local
waste issues through cleanup activities. I'll share updates on my activities through ACEF’s official social
media and newsletters. | would greatly appreciate your warm support as | embark on this journey."

Autumn Bazaar Report

This fall, many schools and churches held bazaars, featuring items from ACEF.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who showcased or purchased our s
products. The ACEF office also participated in four events, where we had 3
wonderful encounters, such as hearing, 'I'm still using the broom | bought \
last year,' or, 'l bought a sheep ornament years ago, and it's me
still on display.'These moments truly warmed our hearts. We
will continue promoting Bangladeshi handicrafts to bring a by
sense of connection to Bangladesh into everyday life. If your "{8
school, church, or organization has a bazaar event planned, |
please don’t hesitate to reach out to us.

[Contact person: Uesaka Staff]
E-mail ! chizuru.uesaka@acef.or.jp
TEL : 03-3208-1925

ACEF Youth Dignity Café Announcement & Meeting
We're excited to announce an upcoming Dignity Workshop! Whether you're new to the DICNIT
Y g vignity p: y PROGRAM

concept of dignity or interested in joining ACEF Youth in promoting it, come join us to @ACEF youth
learn and reflect together in a fun and interactive setting. Everyone is welcome, [m]#g: E|
whether you come alone or bring friends!©

[Date) 12/15 (Sun) 2PM~5PM [Hybrid] ACEF Office -+ Zoom [Participation fee]
free [Registration form] https://forms.gle/pCX4QGMbGGgd9X4Z9
ACEF Youth organizes and implements a variety of activities,
and we're looking for members to help manage the following
projects and events. If any of these catch your interest or
- you'd like to join us, please don't hesitate to reach out!
Seminar on Bangladesh and Fashion
Bengali Language Lessons
Study Sessions on International Cooperation
Dignity Workshops

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF) G
T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku, [=]; E f @ X
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