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Thank you for regularly reading the ACEF newsletter. Today, we are pleased to share updates and
announcements regarding ACEF’s activities in Japan and collaborative projects with our partners in
Bangladesh, presented in five articles.

New Year Greetings (ACEF Chairman, Izuru Aratam)

“As we step into the final year of the first quarter of the 21st century, “
both Bangladesh and Japan have experienced significant transformations ' ,
during this time. The nature of Japan's support for developing
countries has also faced numerous challenges. Amid these changes, we
extend our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who has continuously
supported ACEF’s endeavors alongside our neighbors in Bangladesh.
ACEF's activities focus on supporting children and women in Bangladesh, -y
while also fostering opportunities for Japan’s younger generations to encounter their neighbors in Asia.
Through these encounters, we hope they will recognize the importance of "living together" and carry this
invaluable perspective forward in an ever-evolving society. We humbly ask for your continued support as
we pursue these goals. May 2025 bring abundant blessings to each of you.

With prayers and gratitude,
Izuru Aratani, Chairperson, Asian Christian Education Fund (ACEF)”

Request for 2024 Membership Fee Payment

Thank you for your continued understanding and support of ACEF’s activities. This year, we successfully
maintained our efforts to support children in Bangladesh. ACEF is currently assisting in the education of
approx. 2,900 children across 30 schools in 6 regions of Bangladesh. Membership fees from ACEF
members are utilized to fund the operation of non-formal schools (for preschool and primary education)
run by our local partner in Bangladesh, Basic Development Partners (BDP). At ACEF, we offer
personalized opportunities for you to take part in our activities. By becoming a member, you can
participate in a variety of events such as study tours to visit Bangladesh, lectures, seminars, and
workshops. Join us as a member or contribute through donations to support initiatives in both

Membership Fee (Yearly) Payment Methods
Group Membership ¥ 50,000 e Credit Card (recommended)
Standard Membership ¥ 7,500 e Bank Transfer
Student Membership ¥ 2,000
Junior Membership ¥1,000

?Signup /donate  GNOEN

Volunteer Campaign for Handicrafts

The ACEF office is recrultlng volunteers to help with the assembling of
items such as the "Bengal Tea Set." Starting in 2025, volunteers will
receive a 20% discount on the handicrafts as a special benefit! If you're
interested, please feel free to contact us at the following address:
chizuru.uesaka@acef.or.jp

Contact: Chizuru Uesaka 1
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Intern Report: The New School Term Has Begun ° Quletly

“On January 2, the new school term began at BDP schools. In Bangladesh, the academic
year starts in January, making this day especially meaningful for students as they
embark on a new grade. I visited Samorsingh BDP Primary School, where the children
were eager and full of energy, and the teachers worked hard to ensure a smooth
transition into the new term. Seeing their enthusiasm reminded me of the vital role
education plays in their lives. At 10 a.m., under a foggy and chilly morning that even
a Japanese person would call "cold," I arrived at the school. However, the atmosphere
was unusually quiet. In each classroom, there were only one to three students with a
teacher. The teachers explained that the dense fog and cold weather were preventing 1 January 2025
most children from attending school. New textbooks for the year are scheduled to arrive At BDP school
later in the month, so students were slowly progressing with last year’s materials. I had heard before that
January lessons in Bangladesh tend to start slowly, but witnessing it firsthand was surprising. Yet, amidst this
quiet start, the determination of the children who braved the cold to attend school was evident. In a
preschool class, I was amazed to see children writing Bengali and English alphabets in their notebooks,
counting numbers, and even singing solo in front of the teacher. Some of these children were attending
school for the first time, yet they displayed remarkable skills. The teacher explained that mothers often teach
their children at home, and I could see this reflected in the engagement of mothers who accompanied their
children, observing their learning both inside and outside the classroom. Their dedication to their children’s
education was palpable. This visit on the first day of the new year offered a glimpse into the diverse realities
of education in Bangladesh.”

2025! ACEF Youth Event Information i NEW!ACEF Internship
: Otoha Watanabe
Bengalli Lessons (2) ! “My name is Otoha Watanabe, and
il / 19 We are excited to invite you to an online Bengali : I am delighted to announce that I
(sum) 1900-  language course with Mitu Rani Das, a BDP graduate ~ ; have joined ACEF's activities 5
20:00 and expert in the language. For registration or inquiries, : starting this January. Although my
. . : time with you will be short, I am
please contact ACEF at public@acef.or.jp. We look : filled with excitemnent at the
forward to welcoming you to the course! opportunity to contribute to
i ACEF’s meaningful work. I look
ACEF Youth Meeting : forward to working with you all.
q IB il ACEF Youth is actively planning and implementing Thank you for your support!” :
! various activities and events. We are looking for It s
21500 who are interested in joining and helping to run the following projects:
o Seminar on Bangladesh and Fashion o Study Group on International Cooperation
o Crowdfunding o Dignity Workshop

Let’s learn about Bangladesh through fashion!
Would you like to learn about Bangladesh through fashion? This event will discuss the social
issues surrounding fast fashion, and contemporary fashion in Bangladesh. Join us for an
insightful and engaging experience!
: When: February 1st (Saturday), 14:00 - 16:00. Free. Organized by
ACEF Youth
. Location: Tomo no Ie (2-20-11 Nishi-Tkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo,
' 171-0021) or via Zoom, Speaker: Yuko Fukushima, Representative of
&‘ New Vision Solutions Japan,
E] = Registration Form: https://forms.gle/E3eejQAFyHzmYV9t5

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF)

T169-0051 Room 26, Nihon Kirisutpkyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Wageda, E E f G @ . .

Shinjuku, Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180 # https://acef.or.jp/
Contact: Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp

follow us!
https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo 2
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