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Thank you so much for reading our newsletters.
This issue provides six articles including a report and information.

1.” What does it mean to support children?”
~Children in Bangladesh X Children in Chikuho (9)~

We asked Rv. Yoshitaka Funato, founder of ACEF, about what he would like readers of
the ACEF newsletters and supporters to think about and be aware of what it means to

support children.

One of the things that Prof. Mikio Sumiya taught me
was that every society has its own WEAK POINT,
and we can move a society by focusing on that
point. For example, missionaries who came to Japan
at the end of the Edo period focused their attention
on medical care and girls' education as problems in
Japanese society. In Chikuho, many parents were
not able to educate their children as they were not
educated in their childhood. Then, university
students came in and started teaching children

there, and the villagers welcomed them.

In Bangladesh, the village we visited was a district

where schooling had never been provided.
Therefore, it was relatively easy for us to

enter a village that would normally be inaccessible

to people outside of villages. The education for the
children became hope for the future of the village.

In Chikuho, the village would eventually disappear,
but in Bangladesh, it literally turned into hope.

This POINT changes as time passes, so we must
think about what are defined as issues carefully. (To

be continued in a next issue)
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2. “Learn about Bangladesh through Fashion!” on February 1 (Sat.)

Would you like to join us and learn about Bangladesh through fashion?
In the first part, Ms. Yuko Fukushima will talk about the social issues of fast fashion, and in the
second part, she will talk about contemporary Bangladeshi fashion.

[Date] February 1, 2025 (Sat.) 14:00 - 16:00

[Location] &®2Z Tomo no le
(2-20-11 Nishi-lkebukuro, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021, Japan) or ZOOM
(hosted on hybrid mode)

[(Participation] Free of charge

[Conducted by] ACEF Youth

(Lecturer] Ms. Yuko Fukushima, Representative of New Vision Japan

(Application Form] https://forms.gle/E3eejQAFyHzmYV9t5

———(lick here for the application form! »———

3. Request for 2024 Membership Fee Payment

Thank you for your continued understanding and support of ACEF’ s activities.

This year, we successfully maintained our efforts to support children in Bangladesh. ACEF is
currently assisting in the education of approx. 2,900 children across 30 schools in 6 regions
of Bangladesh. Membership fees from ACEF members are utilized to fund the operation of non-
formal schools (for preschool and primary education) run by our local partner in Bangladesh,
Basic Development Partners (BDP).

Usage of annual membership fee Membership Fee (Yearly) Payment Methods
Salaries for BDP staff and teachers Group Membership : ¥50,000 Credit Card (recommended)
For school building management, etc. ~ Standard Membership : ¥ 7,500 Bank Transfer
School supplies for students, etc. Student Membership : ¥2,000
Salaries for ACEF staff Junior Membership : ¥ 1,000

At ACEF, we offer personalized opportunities for you to take part in our
activities. By becoming a member, you can participate in a variety of
events such as study tours to visit Bangladesh, lectures, seminars, and
workshops. Join us as a member or contribute through donations to
support initiatives in both Bangladesh and Japan.

Learn more here — https://acef.or.jp/your-menu/donate/

4. Information on Crowdfunding for School Gardens from Feb. 10 to March 10

BDP Schools, run by our local partner BDP in Bangladesh, provide opportunities for the
education of many children. Recently, BDP schools have been actively engaged in activities to
nurture children's ability to think and develop their independence, replacing the traditional
cramming style of education in Bangladesh. ACEF and ACEF Youth have decided to support a
school vegetable garden project (pilot project has been launched in Netrokona district in
September 2024), aiming to deepen interactions with local children through improving
nutrition, learning independently, and conducting food education.
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And this time, to expand this project to another 9
schools in the Netrokona and 10 in Jamalpur districts,
we are conducting a crowdfunding campaign (with a
goal of 500,000 yen).

In March, two of the core members of ACEF Youth will
visit these areas to interact with local children. More
detailed information will be shared on our official SNS
and newsletters!

5. Information on an open lecture on February 15 (Sat.)

Ms. Mariko Higashimura, President of the International Angel Association, a certified non-profit
organization, will give a lecture on the theme of “Looking Back on 40 Years of Support to
Bangladesh.

Information: This year marks the 40th anniversary of the International Angel Association,
which was established in 1982 and began providing assistance in Bangladesh in 1985.
She will introduce how they have been supporting Bangladesh and their projects.

[Date] February 15, 2025 (Sat.) 14:00~ (hosted on hybrid mode: In-person and online)
[Venue] Waseda Hoshien Liberty Hall (2-3-18 Nishi-Waseda, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo)
(The hall is located within Waseda Hoshien)
https://www.hoshien.or.jp/map/ (8-minute walk from Exit 2 of Waseda Subway Station)
[Registration] Through Google Form (Please indicate whether you would like to participate
in-person, which are available for first 30 applicants, or online.)
Please fill out the Google Form, indicating whether you would like to attend on-site (first 30
people) or online. Google Form P https://forms.gle/EYOFMSdBcvCTNaya8

*Please register by February 7 if you wish to attend.
(Those who register online will be notified of the URL and password later.)
*Contact : Hayakawa (osahaya@arrow.ocn.ne.jp)

6. Information on events by ACEF Youth

6 iL We will be holding an online Bengali course with BDP School graduate Mitu Rani Das as the
engall Lessons  istructor. If you are interested in Bengali, please contact the ACEF office.

(vol.4)
v /}contact (Dedachi, person in charge):public@acef.or.jp

ACEF Youth plans and implements various activities. We are looking for members who can
®A§‘Ezt\i{:g”th manage the following projects and events with us.
Jan 31th, 8-9p If you are interested in working together with us, please feel free to contact us!

P contact (Dedachi, person in charge):public@acef.or.jp

/ What does “dignity” mean in ACEF's vision? Some of you may think it sounds a bit difficult.
3Dignity Café At Dignity Café, we can casually talk about dignity. Let's look at what makes us happy and

Emii, S what bothers us in our daily lives with  “Dignity Glasses” together!
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