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N e w s L ett e r  February Ist (Sat): Report on Fashion Seminar
o ACEF Director Ms. Yanagihara visited: Joshi Sei Gakuin, Toyo
2 0 2 5 F E B R U A RY@ Eiwa Jogakuin YWCA, Bethel Kindergarten)
 Information on GOEN Donation Classrooms
 ACEF Youth Event Announcements (Crowdfunding, Dignity Café,
Bengali Language Course, Youth Meeting)

Thank you for always reading the
ACEF newsletter. We are pleased to
share six articles sharing ACEF’s activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners
in Bangladesh.

ACEF x EDU  International Cooperation from the Perspective of
Akishima Kindergarten’s Educatlonal Field

May our friends in Bangladesh have a happy Christmas, too..." This was the heartfelt
message attached to a Christmas donation delivered one year by a graduate of our
kindergarten. Inside the jar that accompanied the message, many small coins had been saved.
The child's mother explained, "It seems they set aside a little from their allowance throughout
the year to fill this jar with donations." Hearing this, I was deeply moved. To this child,
Bangladesh was not just a distant foreign country but an important neighboring nation. The
children living there were not just strangers but cherished friends. Knowing that even after
graduating, this sentiment remained alive in the child's heart filled me with warmth. At our
kindergarten, we create opportunities for children to learn about Bangladesh as part of our
education. Through daily prayers, worship, and volunteer activities by parents, the children
naturally come to know and care about Bangladesh. Following the biblical teaching, "Love
your neighbor as yourself," we will continue to pray that the friends in Bangladesh remain in
the hearts of our children as treasured neighbors forever.

(Yu Ishikawa, Principal, Akishima Kindergarten, Hyakuyou Gakuen Educational Institution)
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Bangladesh Internship Report
Japan-Bangdladesh School Pen Pal Exchan9e

From Ban9ladesh, where she is currently interningd, ACEF Youth member Asumi
Yamada shares an update on local activities. We are also posting updates
on ACEF' s official social media, so be sure to check them out!

“On February 19th, we held the first pen-pal letter-writing session at Chamudda BDP |
Primary School. Since this was my first experience leading a class, I spent several days
preparing to ensure the students had a meaningful learning experience. The challenge was unique
—I had to use Bengali to teach English, something I never expected to do!

The 90-minute session started at noon, with students eagerly participating. They were deeply
engaged in learning how to structure their English letters. When split into small groups to write
about Bangladesh, they found the task exciting yet challenging, often calling me over for help.
"Madam, is this correct?" "Madam, the other group needs you!"
While the children showed enthusiasm, forming English sentences on their own, even with example
texts, was difficult. Seeing this, I realized the importance of breaking down lessons into smaller,
more manageable steps. For the next session, I plan to focus on teaching simple, practical sentences
so they can gradually build confidence in their writing.”
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2/1 Report on Fashion Seminar GOEN Donation Classroom
ACEF Youth hosted a seminar titled "Learn About

Bangladesh Through Fashion!". Ms. Yuko Fukushima A gentle and easy-to-understand

donation class for children will be
held. If you're interested, feel free to
join! [Content] What is a donation?
What do NPOs do? Let's experience
donating together!
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spoke about the social issues surrounding fast fashion in
Bangladesh and shared insights on recent fashion trends.
A big thank you to everyone who participated!
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ACEF D1rect0r Ms. Yanaglhara Vlslted Joshi Sei Gakuin, Toyo Eiwa
Jogakuin YWCA, Bethel Kindergarten)

This winter, Ms. Yangihara was invited to speak at various locations. She shared about ACEF’s activities in
Bangladesh at Toyo Eiwa Jogakuin YWCA and Bethel Kindergarten. Additionally, ACEF received a donation of
over 490,000 yen from the members of Joshi Sei Gakuin and had the privilege of participating in the donation
presentation ceremony during the worship service. We sincerely thank everyone for their generosity.
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i School Gardenmg Crowdfunding Starts on 2/10!
9. ACEF Youth, in collaboration with BDP, is launching a crowdfunding

"1 campaign to support the School Garden Project for the children
g attending BDP School! We have started a pilot project in the Netrokona
district last November, and now we are aiming to expand it to 10 more
® schools. Through the school garden project, we aim to improve the
A children's nutrition, enhance their autonomy, and promote food
education. We would greatly appreciate your support!

Bengali Lessons with Ms. Mitu Das Rani 2/27 (Thu.) 20:00 Dignity Cafe 2/18

We are hosting a online Bengali language course with Ms. Mitu Rani . .
Das, a graduate of BDP, as the instructor. If you're interested in (Thu) 19:00-20:00

participating in the Bengali language course, please feel free to What does "dignity", the core
contact the ACEF office: public@acef.or.jp (Dedachi) vision of ACEF, really mean? Let's
ACEF Youth Meeting 2/15(Sat.) 20:00-21:00 take a look at the things that made
ACEF Youth is planning and implementing various activities. We are us happy or left us feeling

uncertain in our daily lives, all
through the lens of "dignity."
Contact: dignity-wg@acef.or.jp

always welcome for any members to join our projects and events. If
you're interested or would like to get involved, please feel free to
contact us!
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