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Thank you for always reading the ACEF newsletter! In this edition, we bring you six articles featurlng updates
on ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh Internship Report: Meeting the Garbageman

Asumi Yamada from ACEF Youth, currently interningd in Bandladesh, will be sharin9 updates from the field! Stay tuned for the latest
posts on ACEF’ s official social media as well!

“I would like to share the story of how the recycling workshop conducted in the last month
came to realize. Conducting a project on the garbage issues was something that I've been
wanting to do but have not been able to do for a long time. Ever since I visited Bangladesh for |
the first time and saw the overflowing garbage everywhere, the garbage issues in Bangladesh | ;
had been on my mind. Therefore, when I was selected for this internship, I wanted to do a
project to change the habit of littering among children at schools. However, as soon as I = =
arrived in Phubair, Bangladesh, I immediately faced a problem: I did not know how to dispose |

of garbage in Bangladesh. Local people told me that they have no choice but to throw garbage |
around there or burn it themselves. Without appropriate methods of garbage disposal it
seemed impossible to promote the use of garbage cans or to conduct garbage pickups. However, these situations were
changed by Garbageman, a company that runs plastics and other recycling businesses and also provides communities
and organizations with advice on waste management and support for project implementation. I had been interested in
this company for a long time, and decided to visit their Dhaka office on February 19th. However, the address on the
website was that of the CEO's home. After asking around in the neighborhood, I was finally able to get in touch with
Garbageman's founder and CEO, Mr. Fahim Uddin, by phone. Within that day, he gave me time to talk to him at a co-
working space in Uttra district, Dhaka. I told him that I wanted to pick up garbage with children at school and that I was
having problems disposing of that garbage. Uddin gave me a detailed explanation of Bangladesh's garbage disposal
system and his recycling business, drawing diagrams. Additionally, he suggested that Garbageman could conduct a
voluntary workshop on garbage separation and recycling and a garbage pickup at schools. It was decided that
Garbageman staff would volunteer to help with the project at the BDP elementary schools and collect the garbage they
collected. From that day, Mr. Uddin proceeded with the preparations at an amazing speed, and the workshop was held six
days later. We also had the opportunity to talk with Garbageman staff about the future possibilities of Garbageman
collecting and recycling garbage from BDP Elementary School and other schools in Phubair. Although the end of my
internship approaches I am now eager to go beyond children's littering “habits” and work on the school's waste
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management “system.”” <Image>With Mr. Fahim Uddin, founder and CEO of Garbageman.

Internship Report: ACEF Head Office

Shin Miyauchi: Hello! I am Shion Miyauchi, working as a dignity intern at ACEF. On February 18th, we
conducted Dignity Cafe for the second time this year. This time, we talked about three questions from
participants’ ideas which were: 1. The Trolley Problem: What would you do? 2. Goodwill and Dignity:
Would you give your seat to an elderly person? 3. Instinct and Reason: Is dignity universal? Throughout
the discussion, I felt like what we’ve learnt were gradually connected and those dots are becoming lines
altogether. I am looking forward to learn and think about dignity together with you in March, too.

Otoha Watanabe: “Hello! I am Otoha Watanabe, and I'm working as an office intern at ACEF. It has been
about two months since I started working as an intern in January this year. Thanks to all the warm
support by the staff and the intern students, I've learned a lot about the activities of ACEF as an NGO.
Since I've been interested in the structure and role of NGOs for a long time while studying international
cooperation as an undergraduate, it has been very special opportunities for me to be involved with the
work and interact with the people working there. Thank you so much for accepting me as an intern! I

will do my best until the end of March.”
3
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Request for Annual Membership Fee Payment

Thank you for your continued understanding and support of ACEF’s activities. This year, we successfully
maintained our efforts to support children in Bangladesh. ACEF is currently assisting in the education of
approx. 3,100 children across 30 schools in 6 regions of Bangladesh. Membership fees from ACEF
members are utilized to fund the operation of non-formal schools (for preschool and primary education)
run by our local partner in Bangladesh, Basic Development Partners (BDP). We would like to ask you to
submit your membership fee for 2024 by 31th of March.

Thank you for your support on crowdfunding!
R
550,000 yen. All of your donation will be used to provide children at BDP s

schools with nutritious meals and food education. Thanks to your help, we
will be able to expand our school vegetable garden project to 7 BDP schools in

financial 1ndependence of BDP schools and to support education through ==
nutritious meals. We will continue to report on the school vegetable garden project through newsletters and
SNS, so please follow us! With gratitude, ACEF Youth (Yuto Onagi, Rana Akita, Aya Ikeda, Manaka Ishihara,
Maria Endo, Ayaka Sasaki, Kako Yamamiya).
<Photo Description> Right: A school garden from the pilot project at the Jamalpur BDP office. Left: Study tour members
harvesting sweet potatoes. The freshly dug "Misti Aloo" (sweet potatoes) were delicious!
ACEF Spring Study Tour 3/14-24
The ACEF Spring Bangladesh Study Tour took place from March 14 to 24! Since it coincided with Ramadan,
participants visited two schools in Pubail, two in Jamalpur, and two in Mirpur, Dhaka. Stay tuned for the
reporting session on Sunday, May 25, Where we’'ll share more details!

Upcoming Events

Dignity Cafe 3/27 (Thu.) 19:30~

What does “dignity” mean in ACEF's vision? Let's look at what makes us happy and what bothers us in our daily lives
with “Dignity Glasses” together! If you're interested, please feel free to contact us! P-contact: Miyauchi (Person in
charge), dignity-wg@acef.or.jp.

ACEF Youth Meeting 3/30 (Sun.) 20:00-21:00

ACEF Youth plans and implements Various activities. If youare interested in working together with us, please feel free
ACEF Members Meeting 5/25 (Sun.) 14.00 -15:00, 15.00 17.00 (ZOOM/in-person)

ACEF Members Meeting and General Assembly will be held. At Members Meeting, Ms. Asumi Yamada will share the
experiences as an intern in Bangladesh, and also participants of the study tour will share about their activities. We are
looking forward to seeing you there.

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF) T169-0051
Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku,

Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180. a4 https://acef.or.jp/ Contact:
Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp
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