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Thank you for always reading the ACEF newsletter! In this edition, we bring you eight articles featuring
updates on ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladesh.

<Foreword> Aoyama Gakuin University Service Learning

“Aoyama Gakuin University promotes service-learning based on Christian values, -
aiming to raise servant-leaders. Through our partnership with ACEF, students learn “oosus e <z 7
about the culture and social issues of Bangladesh and take part in education that i
respects human dignity.

This year, the students have conducted two lesson at the Aoyama Gakuin Elmentary
School, centered on sweet potatoes produced from the BDP School Gardening Project. g :
Since second-grade elementary school students too are growing sweet potatoes on ih NS 2
campus, they took on the task of writing letters to their friends in Bangladesh B | ) |
introducing their favorite ways to eat sweet potatoes. e

made various discoveries about Bangladesh regarding things such as the school
environment and the food culture, discovering the similarities and differences. In
their letters, they illustrated various ways of eating sweet potatoes, such as mixed int
rice, made into chips, roasted, or on ice cream. Finally, they added Bengali phrases
meaning “Recommended!” and “Delicious!” to complete the letters to be sent to the
BDP School. (Midori Akimoto, Aoyama Gakuin Uni. Civic Engagement Center)

2024 Annual Report & Request for Summer Fundraising

The 2024 annual report has been completed and will soon be mailed to our
members and donors along with a request for summer donations. Although
ACEF and BDP have been in a difficult financial situation, we intend to continue
our international cooperation activities this year as well, focusing on
supporting the education of children in Bangladesh and the development of
young people in Japan.

Bank Transfer Info. (Japanese only)

Your donations will be used in the following ways: OBERLE ﬁ
» Renovation and maintenance of BDP school buildings in 5% - #3:00100-0-185540
- Support for children who have little access to education @733217_;?2 P TITRIABRERS ’
» Study tours where Japanese students visit Bangladesh and learn | 7 - %# | =pirrBresRsESE
together OF - &5 TBOE 4568618
- Improvement of education quality through training for local BERE (LD ONGT VT P00
teachers and support for teaching materials 8T - X8 ZBURRTRABEXE

OFE - &#5 : EEOEE 1543149

Please help us support the children, so they can continue to learn BIEEE r(CLIIMI 05 975 PAUAMF 35900 H4Y

with hope, and young people can have opportunities to improve OOLIwRA—E WebH+ RESE RS
their ability to shape the future, and so that community-based https://acef.or.jp/your-menu/donate/
education can continue to thrive.

BRURCSTVIEARFHERE CBEZEL,

Left: BDP students eating
sweet potatoes

middle: Drawings of the
Japanese and Bangladesh
National flags

Right: 1-2nd grade classroom 1
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7/25 (Fri.) Invitation to Special Dignity Cafe

Friday, July 25, 7:00- 9:00 pm is the Special Dignity Cafe ++ event with guest speaker
Toshiaki Kurihara, a working expert at JICA. We will discuss the concept of “dignity” as
seen in Mr. Kurihara's experiences in improving the livelihoods of victims of the
Colombian conflict, and we will also consider our daily life through the "lens of ]34
dignity.” Whether this is your first time joining a Dignity Cafe or you have zﬁ‘ :
already participated in these events before, everyone is welcome to join us. g s
Registration Form : https://forms.gle/yz]xPZMVrq2N9iECA

Special gafe

Guest Profile: Toshiaki Kurihara

Left his job in finance after working for five years.
Has engaged in international cooperation projects in
the fields of poverty reduction and peacebuilding for
20 years. Involved in direct trade of coffee since 2024,
with victims of conflict in Colombia and is working to
solve social issues through business.

Reflection on Dignity Fieldwork in Zenshoen

As part of ICU’s service-learning program, five of us who share an interest in the g7~V ETSingy
theme of dignity visited the National Hansen’s Disease Museum on June 8 in % ZDPRoT &
collaboration with ACEF. The museum exhibits shed light on the painful history of - @
discrimination against people with Hansen’s disease and the harsh realities of life in
sanatoriums. Though difficult to confront, we took in each display with care and
attention.After the tour, we held a group reflection session where we shared our
thoughts on topics such as dignity, eugenics, sterilization, and how society looked
from the perspective of sanatorium residents. These discussions helped us consider
deeply whose dignity was being violated and what that means in a broader social
context.There was so much to reflect on that one visit didn’t feel like enough. Still, it
was a powerful and eye-opening learning experience that left a lasting impact.
Thank you to everyone who joined! (Mao Yoshizawa, 2nd year at ICU / ACEF Youth)

ACEF Bangladesh Intern Report Conducted on Monday 6/30

My name is Asumi Yamada, and I worked as an intern at an elementary = j v ATHE
school in Bangladesh for about four months from November last year. On ? i - ﬁ
June 30, we held a presentation on our internship experiences.Due to visa i r "- n" ‘ i"‘
issues and political instability in the region, the internship was delayed by '
more than a year. For a long time, it was unclear whether it would be
possible to carry out the program, but thanks to the support of many
people, we were able to carry out our activities in the region without
incident.At this report session, I was once again grateful for the valuable
experience I had been given.We would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone who attended the
report meeting and to everyone who has supported us. In addition, ACEF is currently recruiting interns for the
next term. If you are interested, please contact us at acef@acef.or.jp

Information on ACEF Events
T #"@ ACEF Youth Meeting l g« /

2

> SN, +  Summer Study Tour

Tue, July 15, 19:00~20:00 Sat, July 26, 2025 Preperatwn Camp 7/12~13
Fri, J“‘Vé)5zt9(;‘;4°"'21=°° 20:00~21:00 @ZOOM Study Tour 8/9~19
Contact : public@acef.or.jp -
Contact : dignity-wg@acef.or.jp Or DM us on Instagram! ‘\ é‘j{'\—‘j‘

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF) T169-0051
Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku,

l
Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-918(0g. https://acef.or.jp/ Contact: Follow Us
Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo
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