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0
Dignity Cafe ¥+ Special was held on 7/25
Thank you for always reading the ACEF newsletter! In this edition, we bring you eight articles featuring

“I am Airi Sakano, a fourth-year student in the Department of English Literature at Aoyama Gakuin
expressions on the students’ faces as they realized that they had similar experiences despite differences in
that can be applied not only in education but also in various other situations. Additionally, I was greatly

Dignity Workshop was held in Senshu University
News Letter \ ‘ 7/12-13 2025 Study Tour Preparation Meeting Held
' d - '
J U L Y 2 0 2 5 @ ACEF Youth Meeting was held on 7/26
' Upcoming ACEF Events
updates on ACEF's activities in Japan and our collaborative projects with partners in Bangladeshs
Reflections from Service Learning Students of AGU 147 ‘,
University. In SL, we introduced the lives of my friends in Bangladesh to second-year elementary students at
Aoyama Gakuin Elementary School, doing an art project drawing pictures of sweet potato dishes. Seeing the
country and language, I felt the importance of communicating different cultures through familiar things. I
learned to adapt my communication style according to the age and interests of my audience and this is a skill
inspired by perspectives and ideas that I had not considered before. I am thankful to everyone who
contributed to the preparation and provided guidance for the SL class. Thank you very much.” (Airi Sakano)

“Tam a fourth-year student at Aoyama Gakuin University, studying economics. In this SL program, we taught
a class to second-year students at Aoyama Gakuin Elementary School. At first, I thought the purpose of this
activity was to give the elementary school students an opportunity to learn about Bangladesh and think about
it. However, as the activity progressed, I realized that the goal was to bridge the emotional gap between the
children living in Bangladesh and Aoyama Gakuin elementary school students through the common
experience of “growing sweet potatoes.” Despite seeming like distant entities, the children at Aoyama Gakuin
Elementary School and those in Bangladesh share commonalities and could have become friends (if they had
been in the same place). This made me deeply realize that they are not so different. (Ruri Nagamatsu)

“Tam Fujita, a third-year student in the Department of Comparative Arts at Aoyama Gakuin University. In SL,
our goal was to help everyone at BDP School and the second-year students at Aoyama Gakuin Elementary
School feel like they were “close friends” through “sweet potato cultivation at school,” and we were able to
receive feedback expressing a desire to talk and meet each other. We made efforts to foster a sense of

familiarity and an attitude to learn from differences. ) )
There were new discoveries, and

A the experience was enriching. I

i am delighted that the BDP
' students were able to enjoy eating
@ sweet potatoes more, and that the
warm  feelings  from  the
elementary school students were
' communicated. (Sakura Fujita)

Request for Membershlp Fee Payment

We sincerely appreciate your continued understanding and cooperation with ACEF's activities. As we have
already requested on several occasions, we kindly ask those who have not yet paid their 2024 ACEF
membership fees to do so. ACEF currently supports the education of approximately 3,100 children in 30
schools across six regions in Bangladesh. The annual membership fees of ACEF members are used to support
non-formal schools (preschool and elementary education) operated by BDP (Basic Development Partners),
our local partner in Bangladesh. For those who have not yet paid the 2025 fiscal year membership fees, we
kindly ask that you make the payment as soon as possible. The details for the payment are listed in the dotted
box on the next page. We sincerely appreciate your continued support for ACEF. We look forward to your
continued support in the 2025 year as well. 1
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Call for 2025 Summer Donations

ACEF continues to engage in international cooperation activities focused on |
supporting the education of children in Bangladesh and nurturing young &3
people in Japan. In addition to a decline in membership and donations, the §
continued depreciation of the Japanese yen has put both ACEF and BDP in a R¥ |
difficult situation, but we are deeply grateful for your continued support. Al

Donations from everyone will be used in the following ways: © Postal Transfer L~
. s . . . Account Code & Number: 00100-0-185540
- Support for children’s education and implementation of Account Holder: Asia Christian Education Fund
supplementary lessons © Bank Accounts
. Implementation of study tours - Bank: Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation,

. . . Takadanobaba Branch, Regular Account 4568618
» Improvement of education quality through teacher training . Account: Specified N Ongproﬁt Corporation Asia

* Renovation and maintenance of school buildings in rural areas : christian Education Fund

. Salaries for BDP Staff and teachers - Bank: MUFG Bank, Ltd, Takadanobaba Branch,
Regular Account 1543149
This summer, we kindly ask for your support so that children can C'hAFCtO,“”téjpect'f'EdFNO(;‘pmf't Corporation Asia
. . ristian ucation run
continue to learq with hope, gnd ‘Fhat young people can have O Credit Card
opportunities to improve their ability to shape the future. Please visit our website:

Dignity Workshop in Senshu University 2025 Study Tour Preparation Meetmg

On Saturday, July 12th, ACEF’s Director
Yanagihara conducted Dignity
Workshop at Senshu University. It was
a time for each student to reflect on and
share personal experiences in relation
to the topic of dignity.

A one-night preparation meeting
for the Study Tour was held from
Saturday, July 12th- 13th. This time, [§¥
a total of 9 students and 2 leaders {

will be visiting Bangladesh.

A
R
Dignity Cafe ++ Special was held on 6/25

On Friday, July 25th, we held a special edition of Dignity Café++, welcoming
Mr. Toshiaki Kurihara—former individual expert working in Colombia with
JICA—as our guest. Together, we explored the theme of “dignity” as seen in
Mr. Kurihara’s work to improve the livelihoods of victims of the Colombian g

conflict. In addition, during the Dignity Cafe on the 15th, we had a lively
discussion on the topic of “Persons with Disabilities and Dignity.”

ACEF Youth Meetlng was held on 7/26

On Saturday, July 26th, we held our monthly ACEF Youth meeting.
We gathered online, including members who will be participating
in the summer study tour, to share updates, discuss future
activities, and support one another. ACEF Youth is a group of young
people interested in themes such as international cooperation and
educational support. From high school and university students to
working adults, a diverse range of participants join and engage in
activities based on their interests. Please feel free to join us!

Upcoming ACEF Events
Dignity Cafe GNiTy  ACEF Youth Meeting ‘ )r Summer Study Tour
September 7th; August 31, & 2 StUdV Tour August 9-19
14:00~15:00@ZO0M 20:00~21:00 @ZOOM Study Tour Report - End of
Contact : dignity-wg@acef.or.jp Contact : public@acef.or.jp .ep em er
or dm on instagram! or dm on instagram! '&3 i

(Specified NPO) The Asia Christian Education Fund (ACEF) T169-0051
Room 26, Nihon Kirisutokyou Kaikan, 2-3-18 Nishi Waseda, Shinjuku,

l
Tokyo tel 03-3208-1925 fax 03-6278-9180. & https://acef.or.jp/ Contact: Follow Us
Dedachi // Unsubscribe? Please email: public@acef.or.jp https://linktr.ee/acef.ngo




